Our Sunday Worship begins at 11:00 am. Please join us!
The Rev. Dr. William H. Wilkinson is available on his cell 585.507.3289
or email peacepathseeker@yahoo.com

Karis humin kai erene!
(Grace to you, and peace),
the greeting, in Greek language, to one another by Jesus’
followers in the first century)

Dear Medina First Family,
In our area, we have been affirmed in our hope from God that hope lies beneath the
snow by the witness of our farmer-neighbors. The Season of Post-Epiphany, a time of rest,
reflection and preparation for the Season of Lent, finds our worship and spiritual life focused
on the Revised Common Lectionary Readings, Matthew 5: 1-12, the Beatitudes and the
scriptures after and before those verses (pericopes or sections). The central theme of these
readings offers to us the understanding that God’s Love is the blessing, the love, grace and
safe passage which gets us through the shadows and valleys of life, and which illuminates the
joys and celebrations of our lives together.
At the Annual Meetings of the Congregation, and the Corporation of Medina
First Presbyterian Church, January 30, 2022, I shared three priorities of ministry
redevelopment and growth on which we will focus in the next few months. First, through the
ministry of the Christian Education Committee, we will search for, hire and prepare a per
diem staff of at least three (3) persons to oversee the Nursery and Children’s Sunday
Education Program. Second, we will continue to vision and plan for a community-focused
Center for Compassion in Communities, to be housed in our Education Center at First
Presbyterian Church, Medina. The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Legacy Initiative,
envisioning community education for relationship building in God’s Beloved Community will
arise from programs in the Education wing of the Church. Third, a program project, Music
at Medina First, will be designed to enrich our worship life on Sundays, and special Services,
to contribute music to the ten or more special community celebrations of the Village of
Medina, and bring new Community Music Events to support of life together as neighbor in
God’s great household.
As the phoenix arose from the fire of mythology, our ministry will rise from the midst
of the covid-19 epidemic, the multiple social justice concerns, and the difficult community,
national, and international conversations on the preservation and expansion of democracy.
May Christ’s peace be with you,
Pastor William
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Treasurer’s Report
The pledge offering for
Dec and Jan $17,897
Christmas Joy: $385
Thank you for your
continued support

In a nursing home: Al Nixon at the Willows.
Our military and their families.
On-going concerns: Jonathan Incho, David Yates,
Marilyn Hiwiller, Peggy Pearce, Jason Anderson David’s
nephew, Karen Curtin, Kenny Johnson, Dawn Goering Pat
Rizzo’s sister, and Jimmy Ambrose.

Presbyterian Women
will meet in the fellowship hall
at 7:00 P.M. on
Thursday February 10
All are welcome.

JOY TO THE WORLD!
The Presbyterian Women Go Caroling Without getting snow-covered or cold
8 people and 1 answering machine were reached.

Hello, Mary Lou…
Mary Lou Francisco
was expecting us and
joined on FaceTime so
we passed around the
phone and each
greeted her.

PW Carolers:
Peg, Nelda, Jan, Ginny, Nicki (& Trudi)

VIPresbyterians
If you have learned of something of interest (achievement, wedding, trip, service rendered ...) that
you would like to share with your church family, please leave a note for Chris or email it to the
church. Pictures are especially welcome!
January is the birthday month for both Schwerts and this year Dave and I received almost 30 cards. Since we have few relatives, these cards came from members of this church (well…except for the 3 that came from the Volvo dealer). We say a big
THANKS to you all!
I also offer words of gratitude for the sympathy cards
sent after the death of my sister. It was uplifting to
know so many of you were praying for us.
And finally I announce a promotion: thanks to our granddaughter Julia I
have been elevated from a COLLEGE MOM to a UNIVERSITY
GRAND PARENT!
What other wonders will 2022 bring?
Trudi Schwert

Happiness Is Time Spent With Grandchildren !
Peg Pearce and Jacob Mudge drove to Philadelphia to spend Christmas with relatives there.

Peg reports:
Jake and I had such a good time
with the family during the holiday
in Philly. Grandchildren Colin
and Clara kept things very lively
for us. Their old Boston terrier
was busy scooting around in his
doggie wheel chair. He can still
chase the ball thrown with the
mechanical hand which was lots
of fun. All in all, we had a
wonderful trip!

Farewell to LYNNE AMBROSE - A very active member of our church, talented and caring, too.
Now that Lynne is gone:
Who will sing alto in the choir?
Who will be our MAAC representative and the helper
with Lenten Luncheon supplies and set-up?
Who will prepare the PW booklet each year?
Who will arrive first to PW meetings to make coffee
and start folding/filling the Christmas boxes?
Who will take charge of the special table cloths?
Who will change the sanctuary banners?
Who will place/change the swag on the Easter cross?
Who will take her place as deacon or committee chair?
Who will be a LOVING FRIEND to us all??

Lynne’s one of a kind—a real blessing to us.

Thursdays during Lent.
12 noon –1:00pm. Free will offering.
March 3
First Presbyterian
March 10
First Baptist
March 17
Oak Orchard Assembly of God
March 24
Alabama Full Gospel
March 31
The Grove United Methodist
April 7

Usually at this time of year, Presbyterian Women are collecting school kits and hygiene kits. Our
boxes of kits were not delivered last year since I messed up the delivery dates. Those kits will be
delivered this year. Just in case you have been collecting school kit and hygiene kit items at home,
the supply we have at church will be put out in the fellowship hall. The last few years have left
many people suffering in the wake of disasters both in the United States and around the
globe. These kits are one way that we can help. Your efforts are appreciated.

School Kit
 One pair of blunt scissors removed from the package

(rounded tip, only)
 Three 70-count bound notebooks or notebooks totaling 200210 pages (no loose-leaf or filler paper)
 One 30-centimeter / 12” ruler
 One hand-held pencil sharpener removed from the package
 One large eraser (no pencil cap erasers)
 Six new, unsharpened pencils with erasers removed
 One box of 24 crayons (only 24)
Place the items in one of the bags available in the fellowship hall.

Health Kit
 One hand towel measuring approximately 15″ x 28″ to 16″ x

32″ (no fingertip, bath, dish towel or micro-fiber)
 One washcloth
 One wide-tooth comb removed from the package
 One fingernail or toenail clipper removed from the package
 One bath-size bar of soap in the wrapper
 One toothbrush in the package
 Ten standard size Band-Aids
Seal all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure.
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SNOWY SUNDAY MORNING
LAMENT
So high you can’t get over it
So wide you can’t get around it
So frozen you can’t get through it
How do we get to the door of the church?!?

Thanks, Katherine,
for making a path for us.

