
Please let us know if  you would like to be removed from our mailing list.   
The newsletter is always available on our website  firstpresbyterianmedina.org 

Our Sunday Worship begins at 11:00 am.  Please join us! 
The Rev. Dr. William H. Wilkinson is available on his cell 585.507.3289  

or email peacepathseeker@yahoo.com 
The church office is (usually) open Mon - Thurs 9-2. 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

We are in the Season of  Pentecost, a time of  

celebration and renewal of  the Church which began as a 

response to God’s movement among us with the life and 

ministry of  Jesus of  Nazareth. This movement, affirmed by 

the resurrection of  Jesus as the Head of  the Church, and 

author of  the way of  Compassion, Peace , and Justice, has not 

only been our legacy, but also informs our life together as reconcilers in God’s world. 

The twin epidemics of  a biological disease that has shaken our present lives with illness, 

death and economic loss, along with the acknowledgement of  inequities in our systems of  

criminal and social justice, underscored by the differential impact of  these epidemics on 

underserved, and impoverished members of  our National Community are calling us to 

transform of  relationships with God, our neighbors and to ourselves the Fourth Mark, 

Empowering Servant Leadership.  

The Session has formed a Reopening the Building Working Group to examine the tasks 

and requirements facing the Congregation in order to prepare for the safe return to in-person 

worship and congregational life. 

On (most) Wednesdays, using the Go To Meeting app, (https://gotomeeting.com/

join/711844053, the telephone contact number is: (646) 749-3112 with access code: 711-844-

053) , we are offering weekly Open Bible/Book Study, looking at the Lectionary Readings for 

the coming Sunday’s Service. 

Our new Presbytery Leader, Elder Susan Orr is overseeing the Presbytery’s reopening 

conversation. The Presbytery has discerned that the staffing and public health requirements for a 

safe reopening of  its offices  have led to a decision to remain closed for in-person activities until 

some time after Labor Day. 

We are continuing our On-line Worship Ministry with the Harvest Neighborhood of  

Presbyterian Churches and Ecumenical Partners. 

As we continue our life together, with the sacred spaces between us. let us continue to 

hold one another in love and prayer. 

 
Grace to you, and peace, 
 
Pastor William 
 
Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson 



6/6 Alissa Dunham 7/3 Pat Hermann 

6/8 Anne Albone 7/9 Megan Crowley 

6/9/78 Rollie & Sue Phillips 7/14 Sherrie Wilkinson 

6/15 David Anderson 7/15 John Williams 

6/15 Jan Williams 7/15/00 Jeff  & Debi Gay 

6/16 Ginny Kropf 7/16 Nancy Dotts 

6/17/67 Lynn & Claudette Creasey 7/17 Ryan Crowley 

6/19/99 Randy & Cindy Hurt 7/17 Alfred Nixon 

6/20 Joan Roberts 7/23 Debbie Crandall 

6/25 Kaleela Wilkinson 7/26/69 John & Jan Williams 

6/26/87 Al & Ginny Kropf 7/29 Lilia Bunnell 

6/27 Sue Squires   

6/27 Peggy Pearce   

HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY   

Drive-By      

Parade 

for 

Lynne          

Ambrose 

Balloons & Signs & Gifts  

Lots of Friends & Family & 

One Masked Guest 



LOAVES AND FISHES 

I’m hungry for Lynn’s spaghetti and it is always better 
when he makes it at church in the large roaster cookers. 
That is the way this started. And with a seed that was 
planted a week earlier. Several weeks earlier our stimulus 
check showed up in the checking account. Immediately 
with a smile I paid off  a nagging bill. On the news there 
was talk of  people being depressed by the virus isolation. 
A man giving his entire stimulus check to people in need. 
Everyone seemed to be going the extra mile.  Then my 
smile wasn’t so big. I was thinking only of  us.  So. . . 

When we thought of  the extra spaghetti sauce I thought we could at least bring a smile and 
company to a few people, as well as give them our spaghetti sauce. We started.  Lynn collected the 
ingredients, ordered the bread. Containers were collected & washed. I asked cookie man Dave 
Schwert to make cookies. I called people to see if  they would like some of  Lynn’s spaghetti. 
Delivery Wednesday. Thank goodness someone said not on Wednesday so I added Thursday. 
Some said they had sauce in the freezer, one was going to Florida, several said if  we didn’t have 
enough, we could skip them but they would love some. The Schwerts delivered the loaves and 
fishes cookies with the perfect sticker on the packaging. Wednesday morning we packed the 
dinners and prepared to deliver which took longer than expected. Surprise, Surprise.  We were still 
smiling. Lynn wore his ducky tie, I had a hat with colorful scarves and off  we went. We also wore 
masks and gloves and remembered social distancing.  We were greeted with smiles, properly 
distanced chairs, even a gift. We had nice conversations, saw people we hadn’t seen for a while and 
had a wonderful time. The next day with a few revisions we were on our way. We ran out of  
containers first. Had enough sauce for dinner. We consider our endeavor a success hoping to do 
again.  We need containers now-small plastic coffee cans, 8oz cool whip or 32oz yogurt containers. 
Some mentioned monetary giving. If  so, please make it beyond your offering and separate it, 
noting ‘For loaves and fishes.’ The thought has been made about ‘Chicken and Biscuits’. If  you 
think of  any easy to deliver and reheat meal let me know. If  we didn’t make it to you, we are sorry, 
we’ll see you next time. If  you know a neighboring family or person who needs a visit & a meal 
please contact us as soon as you are able.       E-mail or call.  Claudette 

Your acknowledgement was greatly appreciated and unexpected.  YOU MADE US SMILE.  
Thank you, pastor, for the name.  ‘Loaves and Fishes’ 

No fuss, no muss, no rush.  We just did one thing at a time and we had enough time to enjoy what 
we were doing.  We hope we brought you a smile, much needed conversation and a nice dinner.    

God Bless,  

Claudette & ‘Lynn’ 



Vision of  Vitality                                                                                Vital Congregations Initiative 
(VCI) 

VCI BIBLE STUDY for Deacons 
Peter preached a long sermon about Jesus and then baptized the believers. Acts 2: 42-47 tells of the 
apostles who teach what they have learned from Peter about Jesus. They live a communal life, sharing 
what they own, breaking bread together, and devoting themselves to prayers. They did many miracles. 
This communal life seeks wisdom and understanding, and God is present there. Thus, “All who be-
lieved were together and had all things in common.” 
This study is based on Mark 1: Lifelong Discipleship Formation—Living into and growing our faith 
each day and every day; new ways to help people live out their Christian faith. This is a good time for 
us to discuss Mark 1 because our church life is changing. In some ways it now reflects the lives of the 
early apostles: meeting in small groups, praying and breaking bread together. Think of how we are 
praying for each other now. Are we reading the Bible more (since we have the time!) and sharing the 
Gospels with others? How are we serving our neighbors, friends, and others? Can you see the church 
as something more than a building? Who will be our disciples?  
Luke emphasizes the daily routine of the community, whereby daily needs were being met, people 
gathered in the temple, broke bread in homes and praised God with glad and generous hearts. And 
daily God was there, adding to those whom God gathered. (William H. Willimon)  
God of steadfast love, the earth and all that is within it proclaim your wondrous works...You are, in-
deed, a living God who longs to reveal in wisdom and in truth. You long for relationships of right-
eousness… Lord, we admit we do not always perceive it. We fear to follow; we ignore our disciple-
ship… Make us a people whose lives proclaim your story and witness to your love. Form us as your 
disciples, so that we might be instruments of your will and grow ever closer to you.    For this we pray 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen 
Trudi Schwert, VCI Cohort 

VIPresbyterians 
If you have learned of something of interest (achievement, wedding, 
trip, service rendered ...) that you would like included in this column, 
please leave a note for Chris or email it to the church. 

 At the Schwert house, everyone says grace before eating! 

 Joan Roberts says that their foreign exchange student Kathrine 
Crowley from New Zealand spent two weeks with them at 
Thanksgiving and had planned to return in April.  The 
pandemic stopped her but she wrote that they had the same 
restrictions there that we had here  She hopes to be able to 
visit again in September.  Joan also heard that Peg Roberts son 
Noel survived the wild fires in Australia and the country is also under restriction for the virus. 

 As you move or change phone numbers or email addresses please remember to update the 
church. 

 Rowan Garret White was born on June 13, 2020.  He is the son of  Sarah and Garret White 
and grandson of  Cindy and Randy Hurt.  Rowan was born on his parents 5th wedding 
anniversary and his great grandmother’s birthday.  Mom and baby are healthy and we are all 
very happy!  



 

Ten VITAL CONVERSATIONS are 
scheduled for each Wednesday at 3 p.m. 
through July 29. Our Sunday June 7 worship 
service, which can be seen on the Harvest 
Neighborhood/Facebook page, included 
remarks from the Stated Clerk of  the General 
Assembly of  the Presbyterian Church (USA), 
the second of  the webinar speakers. 
Remembering recent victims of  racism, the 
Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson, II, called for justice 
and reconciliation. There is work to be done, he 
said. We all need to be engaged and involved in 
ending racism; we must walk in solidarity.  

This series follows one created shortly 
after the Covid-19 pandemic dictated 
cancelation of  church services and other group 
meetings. The Presbyterian Church (USA) and 
Presbyterian Mission Agency offered a webinar 
entitled FOR SUCH TIME AS THIS which 

was attended by clergy and VCI cohorts from 
all over the country. Each of  the Seven Marks 
of  a Vital Congregation was introduced and 
explained by a church leader who then invited 
participants to share their hopes for a life after 
the coronavirus and stories of  how they were 
caring for each other, the importance of  
reaching out, and ways of  equipping, nurturing 
and supporting each other. Reading the 
Gospels and offering prayers for one another 
were emphasized each session. “Reshaping the 
new normal” was a common thread throughout 
the presentations: What will the church look 
like? Who will be the new leaders?  

Reports of  these digital series can be 
accessed at www.presbyterianmission.org. 
Pastor William can tell you how to attend the 
current webinar..  

   THE NEW NORMAL 
When the beaches were opened, this cartoon appeared in 
the Buffalo News. When churches are allowed to hold ser-
vices, will the scenario be similar?                                     

Mask 
is a 

Must! 

First Presbyterian Church  
2 on Row 13 - Center Aisle 
June 21, 2020 only  
 
Sun. June 21, 2020 only 

Will we be met at 
the door, spritzed 
with hand sanitiz-
er, checked for 
mask and  

(P.S. Bring your own 
Bible.  

No hymnals needed. 



T H E N  -  2019                    and                          N O W - 2020 

The Creasey’s at Vital 
Congregation   

meetings 

The Callards—social occasion vs social distancing! 

Pastor William - 
Sunday services 

In nursing homes:  Al Nixon, 
Martha Foster in Hospice at the 
Martin Linsen House, Orren 
Roberts at North Wing.   

Our military and their families.  

In the hospital:  Joan Johnson 

 

 

 

On-going concerns:  Lynne 
Ambrose pneumonia, Jonathan 
Incho, David Yates cancer, Karen 
Kropf surgery-Al’s daughter, 
Ginny Kropf surgery, Marilyn 
Hiwiller, Peg Pearce, Jason 
Anderson cancer- David’s 
nephew, Karen Curtin, Kenny 
Johnson, Dawn Goering Pat 
Rizzo’s sister , and Jimmy 



522 Main St, PO Box 213 
Medina NY 14103 

Phone  (585)798-1264 
Email:  first.presbyterian@yahoo.com 

June 

9 Session, 6:30 

17 Deacons, 5:30 

21 Father’s Day 

July 

14 Session meeting if  needed 

26 Holy Communion 

August 

11 Session mtg 6:30 

September 

7 Labor Day 

8 Session mtg, 6:30 

10 PW, 6pm, At the church 

16 Deacons mtg, 5:30 

27 Men’s Breakfast, 8am 


