
Please let us know if  you would like to be removed from our mailing list.   
The newsletter is always available on our website  firstpresbyterianmedina.org 

Our Sunday Worship begins at 11:00 am.  Please join us! 
The Rev. Dr. William H. Wilkinson is available on his cell 585.507.3289  

or email peacepathseeker@yahoo.com 
The church office is (usually) open Mon - Thurs 9-2. 

Lifelong Discipleship Formation vs. Complacent 
“Christian” piety; simply teaching good morals; or offering 
the latest programs. 
Lifelong Discipleship Formation is about daily life. It’s 
about how we claim and proclaim our identity as followers 
of  Christ. It’s about how we practice our faith; how we 
grow in faith, cherish faith, and share faith in the world. 
Beyond mere words, how do people know we are disciples 
of  Jesus Christ? No matter the age, it’s about daily seeking 
and living in relationship with the living God. We are called 
to be righteous, to seek justice, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with God. Thus, Lifelong Discipleship Formation 
is about how we live into that right relationship with God, 
with all God’s people, and all of  creation. It’s about 
growing in the community of  God’s grace, the church, and 
interpreting faith in our everyday life; confronting 
brokenness and sinfulness when we fall short of  the glory 
of  God and shining a bold light of  Christ for all to see. 
Lifelong Discipleship Formation requires an awakened and 
engaged commitment to God, and to all people whom 
Christ loves. It is about the call to daily take up our cross 
and follow Christ.  

Background for the next Bible study 
Mark 1 

Living into and growing our faith, each day and every day 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Lent, a path to change, even transformation, became, 

for us, a time of  crisis, in public health and public material 

well-being.  The Covid-19 pandemic, striking the whole world 

and our community, seemed to shake the foundations of  our 

day-to-day living. Please know that all of  you are and have 

been in my daily prayers 

When the Presbytery of  Genesee Valley advised us and all the Congregations to refrain 

from face-to-face contact in our worship and ministries, our leadership began to respond with 

new plans for our life together during this time of  sacred spaces between us. 

Our Session, Deacons and Men’s Breakfast Group met for their regular monthly meetings 

in April. During the Learning Time of  these gatherings, the Matthew 25/ Vital Congregations 

Initiative (VCI), PC(USA) Congregation Team, (Trudi Schwert, Claudette Creasey, and Lynn 

Creasey) enriched by the Vision of  Vitality spiritual experiences led the first in a series of  

Congregation-wide Bible Study.  

The Session recommends that, for families who are able to continue their weekly tithes, 

U.S. Post Office mailing was the best way of  giving. In addition, it was decided that our Church 

staff  would continue to be paid during this period, and that our Treasurer would follow through 

with submission of  a Small Business (PPP). We established a Medina First Presbyterian  

Facebook Page, with daily posts of  Morning Psalm, Music for Mindfulness and Spiritual 

Reflections, 

On (most) Wednesdays, using the Go To Meeting app, (https://gotomeeting.com/

join/711844053, the telephone contact number is: (646) 749-3112 with access code: 711-844-

053) , we are offering weekly Open Bible/Book Study, looking at the Lectionary Readings for 

the coming Sunday’s Service. 

Our Presbytery Leader, Amy Williams Fowler, whose husband, Rev. Dr. Gene Fowler is in 

hospice care after surgery for brain cancer, retired on April 30th, to care for him. Stated Clerk 

Susan Orr has been asked by Presbytery to serve as Acting Presbytery Leader (as of  May 1, 

2020).  

As we continue our life together, with the sacred spaces between us. let us continue to 

hold one another in love and prayer. 

 
Grace to you, and peace, 
 
Pastor William 
 
Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson 



5/11 Sarah Martin 

5/12 Lynn Creasey 

5/12 Justin Oosterling 

5/16 Jan Rook 

5/26 Andrew Meier 

5/27 Lynne Ambrose 

5/29 Nicki Fredericks 

6/6 Alissa Dunham 

6/8 Anne Albone 

6/15 David Anderson 

6/15 Jan Williams 

6/16 Ginny Kropf 

6/20 Joan Roberts 

6/25 Kaleela Wilkinson 

6/27 Sue Squires 

6/27 Peggy Pearce 

In nursing homes:  Al Nixon, 
Martha Foster at The Willows, 
Orren Roberts at North Wing.   

Our military and their families.  

On-going concerns:  Lynne 
Ambrose pneumonia, Jonathan 
Incho, David Yates cancer, Karen 
Kropf surgery-Al’s daughter, Ginny 
Kropf surgery, Marilyn Hiwiller, 
Peg Pearce, Jason Anderson 
cancer- David’s nephew, Karen 
Curtin, Kenny Johnson, Dawn 
Goering Pat Rizzo’s sister, and 
Jimmy Ambrose. 

6/9/78 Rollie & Sue Phillips 

6/17/67 Lynn & Claudette Creasey 

6/19/99 Randy & Cindy Hurt 

6/26/87 Al & Ginny Kropf 

May 

10 Mother’s Day 

12 Session, 6:30pm 

14 PW, 7:15pm 

18 MAAC General Mtg, FPC, 
7pm 

20 Deacons, 5:30pm 

25 Memorial Day 

31 Men’s Breakfast, 8am 
Pentecost, Holy 
Communion 

June 

1 VCI mtg 

9 Session, 6:30 

11 PW, 6pm 

17 Deacons, 5:30 

21 Father’s Day 

28 Men’s Breakfast, 8am 
I was feeling a little down 
because I would not be 
having our family over for 
Easter Dinner like usual.  
We received this card the 

week before Easter.  When I 
opened it up it brought a 

tear to my eye and a smile to 
my face.  Thank you to 
Hallmark & to the sender. 

You never know.   
Give a little kindness today. 



Vital Congregation Initiative (VCI): BIBLE STUDY for Elders and Deacons 

In Matthew 25: 31 – 46 the Son of  man comes in glory and sits on his throne, gathers all the 

nations and divides the people into two groups, much like a shepherd would separate the sheep 

from the goats. As King, he praises the “sheep” for tending to his needs when he was a stranger, 

hungry, thirsty, sick and in prison. These righteous ones were puzzled and asked: “When did we 

do all these good things for you?”  And the King replied: Truly I say to you, as you did it to one of  the 

least of  these my brethren, you did it to me. And the “goats” who failed to provide help to the needy 

were cursed and sent away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life. (RSV) 

The VCI is divided into Seven Marks. This study is based on Mark 3: Outward Incarnational 

Focus, with outward as the key. Jesus commands us to be on God’s mission – to seek the least of  

these, those in need. For example: don’t focus on bringing in new members who look and act just 

like us. Go outside your comfort zone to share the Good News with strangers, the poor, sick or 

lonely. This parable is meant to make us watchful, attending carefully, faithfully, and creatively to Christ’s 

presence among the least of  our brothers and sisters.” (Stan Saunders) 

Claudette Creasey told this story of  eating breakfast with Lynn and son Carl at a crowded 

McDonald’s in Buffalo. They were joined at their outdoor table by a smallish, unkempt man who 

had no food with him. He said he was hungry and Carl passed his breakfast over to him. Tho’ 

nervous in his presence, Claudette reacted to his comment that he hadn’t eaten for a while by 

collecting money from Lynn and taking the man indoors to order whatever he might want to eat 

and drink. She was upset when an employee asked the man to leave. Agitated, she responded: “I’ve 

bought him breakfast and he will stay until we are served.” Then she and the man went back 

outside; the Creaseys were on their way; the man sat at their table eating; the hungry had been fed.  

In what practices have we extended care for those in need? The study groups listed smiling and greeting 

strangers you pass on the street; helping a newcomer or families in crisis find needed services in 

the community; taking in/raising foster children; arranging to take coursework to a student in jail; 

sending cards to the homebound; dinner with visitors to the area; checking on elderly neighbors; 

and welcoming strangers to our worship service and coffee hour no matter how they are dressed, 

the color of  their skin or their native language. 

Lord, make us a reflection of  your love. Call us into new places of  service and growth. Fill us with 

courage to open doors a bit wider than we are comfortable. . . Help us become more Christ-like 

this day.    Amen. 

Claudette Creasey and Trudi Schwert, VCI Cohorts 

Vision of  Vitality                                                                                Vital Congregations Initiative 
(VCI) 



Vision of  Vitality                                                                                Vital Congregations Initiative 
(VCI) 

Crafts & Arts 

Situation:  Finding a Visual that we hope will be pleasing to the eye and encourage everyone in 
taking a closer look and wonder what Vital Congregations Initiative is about.  And what it can do for 
each and every one of  us.  The background color needs to bring out the logo or show it off.  The 
colors of  the logo need to be eye catching and bright to encourage further investigating of  the 
Mark on the bulletin boards to be discussed on the coming Sunday service. We have bulletin 
boards at the back door, by the pastor’s office and a large main board in the fellowship hall. 
(Which isn’t finished and you haven’t seen because we aren’t in church at present.) Now we are go-
ing for something a little larger than the bulletin boards. The size needs to stand out but not over 
power it surroundings.  The size of  the banner and size of  the logo must coincide.  If  we have a 
choice, the background material we pick out should be appropriate for our church. When we see it 
we should feel pleased because it is pleasant to the eye.  Very appropriate logos have been sup-
plied.  We need not concern ourselves with that.  When all has been said and done we need some-
one to be able to manufacture the banner we have envisioned.   Then we need to install it in the 
most appropriate place for all to see at the suitable time. 

Didn’t I make that sound dramatic?  If  not, I meant for it to sound too, way too dramatic.  Yes, it 
is something that is being done and hopefully the banner will be completed by the time we are all 
back in church.  And maybe this will help you think about what is on the banner.  But the banner 
is not what is important.  What is important for each of  us is to wonder what it is that God wants 
us to hear, and wonder what it means to be a Vital Congregation.   There is a theme to each of  the 
Marks 1-7.  A banner and bulletin boards may seem to be a lot of  effort to look just right for you 
to walk by and pay little attention.  We are hoping for you to say ‘‘Oh, look, there are people be-
tween the bars of  the ancient cross of  Mark 1, I wonder what is meant by that?’ and when we see 
the write up next to Mark 1, to stop, read and then when the Sunday comes that is featuring Mark 
1, listen. Did you hear the further explanation?  Did you recognize the theme in our Sunday bulle-
tin, Call to Worship, Prayer of  Confession, Children’s message, Prayer of  Illumination, Hymns and 
Sermon.  They have been selected and written with a Mark of  Vital Congregation in mind.  Try to 
understand how it may pertain to us.  How it may make a difference in our life.  Listen to what is 
being said around us and try to connect those words or ideas to the Mark logo and description.  It 
is not necessarily easy.  I’ve personally looked for the big RED easy button and have not found it.   

Listen to what God is telling us.  We may not understand all at first hearing.  Don’t be discouraged 
the Lord will let each and every one of  us know when it is our time.  Keep listening and reading 
and having a little curiosity about what we are being told.  The scriptures are actually quite inter-
esting.  It is all the point of  view.  We are hoping our articles in the Visitor will spark interest.  In-
terest in our God, Christ Jesus and Holy Spirit.  And what all this is asking of  us.  The journey to 
act different, to feel different, to be different.  Okay, a little at first.  But, as we be a little different 
more and more each day before we know it we are a different person and a different church.  We 
can become a Vital Congregation.  Maybe the people God wants us to be.    

Your VCI Team: Claudette Creasey 



1. Margaret Martin reports that the graduating seniors have 
their lawn signs out.  

2..Roland Martin took his new pacemaker for a ride on his lawnmower.  

3. Ginny Roberts ran out of  reading material, sent an SOS to a fellow 
mystery lover and got three books.  

4. Dave & Nelda Callard had a great trip to Greece and two loooong 
weeks of  quarantine when they got home.  

5. Lynne Ambrose is recuperating from pneumonia at home; a card 
would provide cheerful greetings… 

6. Elders & Deacons have had their first VCI Bible study on Zoom lead 
by Claudette Creasey & Trudi Schwert. 

7. Jeanne Lutz’s great big Easter bunny brings a smile to all  who pass her 
house.  

8. Dave Schwert baked a few Easter stollens and mailed yeast to help his 
granddaughters with their bread-making.  

9. Chris Kaiser is grateful that her mother’s friends care for her during 
this time of  mourning her husband’s death. 

10. Yvette Nevin attends church with Sarah Gibson here and in 
Tennessee —virtually, of  course. 

11. PW projects still waiting to be packed and sent: 24 school bags and 8 
hygiene kits. Thanks to all the donors! 

12. Donna Johnson went for a drive to see the outside world and found a 
familiar scene in front of  the church.  

Getting Through the COVID-19. . . 



 . . . PAUSE 

13. Trudi Schwert invited Donna to attend Sunday virtual 
services with her—by phone! 

14. She’s retired + he’s working from home = good practice 
for when he retires before long! 

15. Lynn & Claudette Creasy supported a local eatery with 
takeout fish fry dinners, eaten down by the canal. 

16. Pastor William and fellow clergy of  the Harvest 
Neighborhood have provided Sunday worship services 
on Facebook since March 15. 

17. Anne Albone has painted 30 gnomes and other 
decorations found in her yard and trees for ages!  

18.  Sherrie Wilkinson juggles school and other assign-
ments for a houseful of  young ladies.  

19. Peg Pearce sought advice on jigsaw puzzles for her 
grandson in Philadelphia and 3 tough ones were 
promptly sent to him. 

REMEMBER:  

HELP  

STOP THE 

SPREAD!  
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522 Main St, PO Box 213 

Medina NY 14103 
Phone  (585)798-1264 

Email:  first.presbyterian@yahoo.com 

Lunch #2 was a hot 
dog roast with pasta 
salad, baked beans, 
pickles, chips and 
cookies, too.  Thanks 
to all the cooks!  

Menu for Lunch 
#1 included 
soup—
homemade by 
Pat Crowley—
and sandwiches 
with cookies for 
dessert.  
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