Our Sunday Worship begins at 11:00 am. Please join us!
The Rev. Dr. William H. Wilkinson is available on his cell 585.507.3289
or email peacepathseeker@yahoo.com
The church office is (usually) open Mon - Thurs 9-2.

Please let us know if you would like to be removed from our mailing list.
The newsletter is always available on our website firstpresbyterianmedina.org

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Autumn. the season of so many colors in the Northeast
United States, painting the contexts of our villages, towns and
cities, finds us celebrating the preparation for the harvest,
remembering loved present and with us in spirit, and continuing
our journeys of peace and the lifting up of the lives of all our
children. The Season of Peace has been calling us to listen to the many stories of us, as
humankind, in local and global families. The International Day of Peace was celebrated on
September 21, 2019. In 1980, the Presbyterian Church (USA) adopted its written
understanding of the way of love, following Jesus of Nazareth; “Peacemaking, The
Believers’ Calling”. Rooted in scripture, Matthew 5: 9, “Blessed are the peacemakers for they
will be called the children (bearers of the legacy) of God.” The quest for peace and well-being
is ancient. I am reminded of the story of God’s people, Israel, in exile in Babylon, offered in
Psalm 137: 1-6. “By the waters of Babylon- there we sat down and there we wept when we
remembered Zion.” In the second decade of the 21st Century, we remember the Great
Depression in our own country, and the millions of displaced families of the Midwest and
west, on the road, and the Great Migration of African Americans to the North and West of
the United States of America fleeing from lynching and institutionalized racism in the South.
The challenge of our time is to respond to the inequities and social injustice in our present
context with a mindset of mercy for building new ways of living. On October 6, 2019, World
Communion Sunday, we will witness peace and worship in gratitude to God, the Author of
Peace. This year’s Season of Peace will see the establishment of the Gandhi-King Global
Initiative, lifting up the legacies of these two world elders as non-violent seekers of peace and
social justice.
During the Season of Peace, the annual, concurrent Season of the Children’s
Sabbath, September 1-October 20, provides an opportunity for faith communities, of all
religious traditions, to renew and deepen their ministries to children and their families. The last
weekend of this Season is known as the Children's’ Sabbath Weekend, during which our
Congregation will join others in a liturgical Covenant for Children as part of our Sunday
worship service.
Blessings to you and your families in this beginning of the time of harvest.

Grace to you, and Peace,
Pastor William
Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson

Sandra Thaine
Jan McCloy
Roland Phillips
Pat Rizzo
Adelia Wilkinson
James Ambrose
Paula Yaskivich
Bradley Dunham
Orren Roberts
Emily Haley
Molly Webster
Melissa Oosterling
Yvette Nevin
Margaret Martin
Donna Riemer
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Treasurer’s Report
The pledge offering for
August : $4,512
Thank you for your
continued support.
October
6

World Communion Sunday,
Peace and Global Witness Offering

8

Session mtg 6:30pm

10 PW mtg 7:15pm
16 Deacons mtg 5;30pm
21 MAAC General Mtg, 7pm,
Millville Abundant Harvest
27 Men’s Breakfast 8:00am

November
12 Session mtg 6:30pm
14 PW mtg 7:15pm

Cynthia and Jonathan Incho
Rick and Sarah Gibson
Margaret Martin and Bruce Sentiff
James and Lynne Ambrose
Bruce and Molly Webster

10/7/78
11/5/83
11/11/17
11/26/66
11/29/80

In nursing homes: Al Nixon,
Martha Foster at The Willows, Orren
Roberts, Donna Reimer at North
Wing.
Our military and their families.
On-going concerns:
Marilyn Hiwiller, Peg
Pearce, Jason Anderson cancer- David Anderson’s
nephew, Karen Curtin, Kenny Johnson, Dawn
Goering Pat Rizzo’s sister, James Fugere cancer—Chris
Kaiser’s father, and Jimmy Ambrose.

20 Deacons mtg 5;30pm
24 Thank Offering
30 Decorate the Church

Thank you to these awesome
people who helped with coffee
hours in September:
Pat Crowley, Anne Albone,
Jeanne Lutz, Jan McCloy and
Peggy Pearce.
Sign up to be awesome on the
sheet in the fellowship hall.

Compassion, Peace, and Justice
In exploring the ideas
and ministries of the
Church and Social
Issues, there are two
events in the coming
months
which
p r o v i d e
opportunities for ministries of public love/
justice.
On November 9, 2019, the 10th
Anniversary of
the Charter for
Compassion, the document written by an
interfaith team of theologians and scholars,
led by Dr. Karen Armstrong, elaborating the
call to live by the Golden Rule, “Do Unto
Others As You Would Have Them Do

Unto You”, found in the written texts of all
religions, and in the Greek New Testament of
the Bible in Matthew 7: 12. The Charter has
evolved a wonderful fabric of international
education of values and living faith, faith in
action.
On November 12, 2019, First
Presbyterian Church, Medina, will be hosting
the second of seven regional conferences
around New York State, entitled Who Is My
Neighbor: Restoring Joy Through Faith,
Values and Community Renewal”. Pastor
Wilkinson, part of the planning team for the
series, will be a presenter on the theological
background of the series, Root Theology.

Once again the annual deacon-sponsored congregational picnic was moved from the park to the
church to avoid the outdoor heat and pesky bugs - especially the bees. Approximately twenty
people attended and enjoyed the good food (note the pineapple upside down cake – yum!) and the
nice relaxing social time.

The Early Ministry
Institute, a three-year
program designed to
encourage and support pastors
in their first call is engaging in
a new model of program
assessment and development
in a joint process with the
Mission and Ministries
Commission of the Synod,

(Pastor Wilkinson is a mentor
(2nd Year) in this program.
Pastor participates in the
monthly teleconference of the
EMI Design Team.
The Synod Mission and
Ministries Commission will
hold its third of three
meetings for 2019 on
September 27-28, 2019. The
Commission is composed of
22 Presbyteries 9one, each)
and elected representatives of
the ethnic caucuses and the
Presbyterian Women, as well
as a rotating third of the
Presbyteries who send a youth

advisory delegate.
This Fall, the Synod will
hold its biennial “Come to
the Table” Gathering, a
spiritual and educational
conference open to members
of any PC(USA) congregation,
and other interested persons.
This year (the 3rd biennial
event) the theme is “For Such
a Time as This” for the
experience to be held ay Stony
Point Center, New York,
November 8-9, 2019. If
interested, contact Pastor
through the Church Office.

Presbytery of Genesee Valley
T h e
n e x t
Presbytery Meeting
will be held on
October 12, 2019,
at the Dansville
Presbyterian
Church. The next home of
the Ministry and Education
Resources (formerly, the
Presbytery Resource Center) is
at the Dansville Church, The
Parkside
Spiritual
Development Center. The
resources housed there are
supported by the Presbytery
of Genesee Valley and the
regional association of the
United Church of Christ.
T h e
H a r v e s t
Neighborhood, our area’s
gathering of leaders from

Orleans County Presbyterian
Cong regations, met on
September 5th, and deepened
our conversations on mutually
supportive ministries in our
area. Jan McCloy and Pastor
William participated on the
day.
This Fall, members of
our Congregation, Trudi
Schwert, Claudette and Lynn
Creasey will begin monthly
cohort group meetings with
leaders from at least six other
Congregations as part of The
Vital
Congregations
Initiative a church
revitalization and renewal
program of the Presbyterian
Church (USA). Our Session
has discerned that First

Presbyterian Church, Medina,
would participate last Spring.
Pastor will participate monthly
in a corresponding pastors’
cohort group.
Our Congregation’s paid
staff, and volunteer leaders
(Session, Deacons, Nursery
Team, and other key officers
and leaders) have continued
their New York Statemandated Sexual Harassment
Prevention Training, both
online, and live. The last
training opportunity will be
held here at First Presbyterian
Church, Medina, on October
5, 2019, from 10am-11:30am.

The next meeting will be Thurs Oct 10, 7:15 at the church. All
women of the congregation are encouraged to attend.
There will be no rummage sale this year.
The Operation Christmas Child boxes are available at the church.
In the box is a brochure giving suggestions of items to include as
well as the label for the box designating whether the box is for a
boy or a girl.
The postage fee is paid by PW with help from MAAC.
Please have the boxes returned to the church by November 10th.
These boxes are distributed around the world by Samaritan’s Purse.
Your help is very much appreciated.

The Story of OPERATON CHRISTMAS CHILD
the largest nondenominational evangelical Christmas project in the world
for needy children everywhere—
for some, their very first present ever!

First, PW folds printed cardboard into boxes which are
placed on the landing upstairs and on a table downstairs in
the fellowship hall for all to take home to fill.
There are no useless gifts.
A 12-year-old boy, living near the equator, found winter
gloves in his box… which allowed him to get a job in a
kitchen with hot ovens.
School supplies make it possible for some to meet the cost
of attending school.
Small toys can be “wow!” gifts.
Personal notes read to the children by translators are much enjoyed.
All gifts bring joy, hope and love to grateful children.

NURSERY

GRUSHERS

10/6

Sarah Martin, Pat Crowley

Nicki Fredericks, Rog Rogers

10/13

Tina Oosterling, Sue Metzo

Tina Oosterling, David Foster

10/20

Cindy Hurt, Sherrie Wilkinson

Sue Squires, John Licinio

10/27

Sue Phillips, Nicki Fredericks

Ginny Roberts, Pat Crowley

11/3

Sue Martin, Lynne Williams

Your name here

11/10

Sarah Martin, Pat Crowley

11/17

Tina Oosterling, Sue Metzo

11/24

Cindy Hurt, Sherrie Wilkinson

Sign up to be a
“grusher” on the
bulletin board
near the office

VIPresbyterians
If you have learned of something of interest (achievement, wedding, trip, service rendered ...) that
you would like included in this column, please leave a note for Chris or email it to the church.

Being good neighbors
Is it true that it’s more blessed to give than to receive?
How generous of the Callards to transfer polliwogs
and frogs from their pool to the Schwert’s pond.
They are invited to visit them at any time!
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522 Main St, PO Box 213
Medina NY 14103
Phone (585)798-1264
Email: first.presbyterian@yahoo.com

Help Us Go Green
Ask us how.

Sat Nov 2, 5-7:00 pm
Free Will Offering Sauce by Lynn Creasey

•
•
•
•

•
•

Local Events
Fri Oct 4—Meat Raffle, ARC of Orleans, Albion Elks Lodge 428 W State St. 6-10pm. Presale $8/
$50 table of 8. $10 at the door.
Sat Oct 5—Scarecrow Festival, Medina Lions, Forrestel Farm 11380 Main St Medina. 9-3. Build
your own scarecrow for $10. Food, games, and lots of family fun, rain or shine.
Sat Oct 12—Chiavetta’s Chicken BBQ, Orleans Recovery Hope Begins Here, 243 S Main St Albion.
Drive thru 12-3. Presale tickets $10. Call 585-332-6272, 585-5904418, or 585-356-1313.
Sat Oct 12—Comedy Night, Medina Rotary Club, White Birch Golf Course Lyndonville.$20 via
Eventbrite.com. Doors open at 7:15pm.Food and beverages available for purchase. National
comedian Rob Lederman headlines the performance.
Wed Oct 25—Beggar’s Night. 5-7pm. Members and friends of FPC are invited to pass out treats
to trick or treaters
Sat Oct 26—Annual Turkey Dinner, The Grove Methodist Church. Take-outs at 3:30, dine in 4-7.
Presale $10, $11 at the door Children under 12 $5. Call 798-2142 for presale tickets.

