
VIPresbyterians 
If  you have learned of  something of  interest (achievement, wedding, trip, service rendered ...) that 
you would like included in this column, please leave a note for Chris or email it to the church. 

⇒ Bragging again:  My granddaughter (Nicki's) Emily once again received all A's in each of  her 5 
math courses at LeMoyne College!  These math courses are ones I have never heard of  and 
can't even pronounce, let alone spell. As her gift request for her 21st birthday she asked for 
donations to 'The Ocean Clean Up' (getting plastic out of  the oceans).  

⇒ Thank you for all the up-lifting birthday cards.  My birthday was great!  I had coffee with Nicki 
on the 15th.  My sister-in-law Mary came on the 16th. Spent the 17th with my daughter Terri and 
we enjoyed a nice lunch together.  God is Love. Janet Rook 

The Synod of the Northeast 
held its Annual Early Ministry 
Institute, a week-long reflection, 
renewal, and relationship building 
retreat, at the PC(USA)’s Stony 
Point Center, Stony Point, New 
York. Pastor Wilkinson served as a 
Second Year Mentor (the 2nd of 3-
years) in the Institute.  

The ministries of the Synod 
include Networks on Clean Climate, 
Coach ing ,  Med ia t ion ,  New 
Beginnings, Immigration Action, 
among others. The Synod works 
through quarterly meetings of the 
Synod Mission and Ministries 
Commission, assisting Presbyteries 
in their life together, discerning 
grant applications for Innovation, 
and other new and renewed 
ministries. 
The Presbytery Leadership 

Forum, a new gathering for 
Presbytery Leaders in the Synod was 

also held its first experience at Stony 
Point Center on May 1-2, 2019, at 
the Stony Point Center. The 
gathering included Presbytery 
Leaders/Executive Presbyters, 
Stated Clerks, and Synod Staff 
reporting on their ministries, and 
engag ing  o the r  l eade rs  in 
conversations to build relationships 
and share ministry ideas. 
The Synod will sponsor its 

biennia l  spi r i tua l  educat ion 

experience, “Come to the Table”, at 

Stony Point Center, November 8-9, 

2019, also at the Stony Point Center. 

The Presbytery of 
Genesee Valley is one 
of fourteen (14) 
Presbyteries who are 
part of the first wave 
of participants in the 
Church-wide Renewal 

Process  ca l led  The Vita l 
Congregations Initiative (VCI). 
The program is a two-year effort at 
revitalization of the congregational 
and Presbytery ministries of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), our 
part of the Church Universal. The 
program is based on 7 principles, of 
7 Marks of Congregational 
Vitality: 1) Lifelong Discipleship 
Formation,  2)  Authentic 
Evangelism, 3) Intentional, 

Inca rna t iona l  Focus ,  4 ) 
E m p o w e r i n g  S e r v a n t 
Leadership, 5) Spirit-Inspired 
W o r s h i p ,  6 )  C a r i n g 
Relationships, and 7) Ecclesial 
Health. At the recent, East Coast 
G a t h e r i n g  o f  t h e  V i t a l 
Congregations Initiative, the 10 
congregations who are presently 
engaged in the process participated 
in four days of learning, worship, 
and conversations on this exciting 
ministry-building process. 
The Presbytery is providing 

support for the work of two 

facilitators, Susan Orr, Stated Clerk, 

of the Presbytery staff, and James 

R e n f r e w ,  P a s t o r ,  B y r o n 

Pre sby t e r i an  Church .  Our 

facilitators will be trained at the 

National Vital Congregations 

Facilitator Training, Baltimore, MD, 

at the end of the Big Tent 

Gathering of the Presbyterian 

Church (USA) in early August 2019. 

The VCI will begin in September 

2019, with the meeting of a cohort, 

small group, of pastoral leaders 

from the 10 participating VCI 

Congregations, including Medina 

FPC (see the Pastor’s letter in this 

issue of the Visitor, for the list of 

participating Congregations). The 

VCI process will be celebrated at 

the June 25th Presbytery Meeting at 

the Albion Presbyterian Church.  

Presbytery of  Genesee Valley 



THE EXCITING LIFE OF BIRTHDAY BALLOONS 
On a typical windy day in Medina, Nicki Fredericks brought a bouquet of  balloons to adorn the 
coffee hour table to honor the birthday of  her brother Rog.  The adventuresome balloons had a 
different plan as they flew away on the first gust of  wind, coming to rest in the tree branches near 
the back door of  the church where Nelda Callard and Lynne Ambrose retrieved them!  Rog 
helped hold the ladder while Nicki whipped out her phone and took pictures. 

Indoors the balloons served 
as the centerpiece for two  
birthdays: Rog one week  and 
Jesus the next.  They were 
still lovely for Mother’s Day 
the Sunday after that!  



The ladies of  the Lyndonville Presbyterian Church invited our PW to  

“TIE ONE ON” 
Eleven women from Medina donned their favorite aprons and enjoyed the warm hospitality, fun, 
food and fellowship in a hall decorated with aprons and tea cups! A superb luncheon was served 
by the men.  Many thanks to our hostesses for a fantastic afternoon! 

We were also happy to reconnect with 
Elder Marsha Wenhold who has finished 
her chaplaincy with us. Her husband 
Tom provided music for the  event. 



PRESBYTERIAN MEN  

SPAGHETTI DINNERSPAGHETTI DINNERSPAGHETTI DINNERSPAGHETTI DINNER    
with sauce by 

LYNN CREASEY 

who finally got to help themselves  
at the end of  the evening. 

with lots of  help  
from friendly servers  

Many thanks to all our helpers!!!! 
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522 Main St, PO Box 213 
Medina NY 14103 
Phone  (585)798-1264 

Email:  first.presbyterian@yahoo.com 

Help Us Go Green 
Ask us how. 

Ice Cream Cone Social 
 

Friday June 14th 6:00pm 
in front of  the church 
Bring a friend! 


