Our Sunday Worship begins at 11:00 am. Please worship with us.
The Rev Dr William H Wilkinson is available on his cell 585.507.3289 or email peacepathseeker@yahoo.com
The church office is (usually) open Monday through Thursday 9-2. See our web site: firstpresbyterianmedina.org

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
As we open ourselves to Spring, letting our spirits
bud and blossom just as the Ground around us,
blessings to you and your family. Life is good as life is
given. In this Season of Lent, we are renewing our
walk with Jesus on his ministry journey among us,
God’s humanity. There is so much to learn and in
which to be grateful as we hear, again the stories of Jesus’ love. We began our Lenten
Journey with our Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, with its joy, singing fellowship
and prayer. The Lenten Luncheon Series is enriching our life together as members
of our MAAC Clergy Ministerium share reflections on scripture, this year from Isaiah
53. In our Adult Education Program of Education and Nurture, we have just
concluded a six-week study of “The Church and Social Issues”. In our
discernment the Study Group has offered to the Congregation, the opportunity to
participate in a food and social justice concern, Fair Trade Coffee. Later this Spring,
we will be inviting Rev. Joy Bergfalk, of the Rochester Ministry, The Coffee
Connection, which serves the global justice issue of fair trade for international
farmers by providing jobs, mentoring, and pastoral/group support as local social
justice ministry. In early April, our Congregation is sending a small delegation to the
Annual National Ecumenical Advocacy Days, Washington, D.C., where people
from many Christian denominations, and of other Faiths and spiritual values, will
study, reflect and go together to meet with members of Congress on vital social
justice concerns of our present context, local, regional, national and global.
We continue to look at this time of year as an opportunity to “fast” from
behaviors which tend to separate us from one another, like judging one another and
complaining about our situations. Instead, we are seeking to welcome ourselves,
accept others for themselves, and seek ways to connect, and recognize, even rejoice, in
our God-given interconnectedness.
As Jesus offered us in Matthew 7:12, The Golden Rule, “Do unto others as
you would have done to you”, we are encouraged to let the blossoms and fruits of
Spring flourish in our living as ambassadors of Christ’s Way of Love.

Grace to you, and peace,
Pastor William
Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson

Many thanks to all those who contributed to the Church World Service collection
of items for the school bags and the hygiene kits.
Lynne Ambrose and Trudi
Schwert arranged an eye
catching display of our
assembled kits.
There are 35 school bag kits
and 16 hygiene kits.
These kits are distributed by Church World
Service to various locations around the
world.
Your efforts are much appreciated.
Thank you.

You are cordially invited to attend
a breakfast/coffee hour
served by the Deacons
before the worship service on
Easter Sunday.
Please join us in the fellowship hall
between 10—10:45 a.m.

Each Thursday between Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday the Medina
Area Association of Churches sponsors a LENTEN LUNCH held at the
First Presbyterian Church and prepared by volunteer churches with their
clergy providing a Bible reading and message and leading the hymn singing
after the meal. The Presbyterian Women served their very popular chickenrice casserole on the second
Thursday, under the expert
direction of Sue Metzo. On the
next Thursday members of Holy
Trinity Church offered spaghetti,
with pie for dessert. Father Dan
Fawls conducted the service with
Nelda Callard at the piano to
accompany the singing.

Treasurer’s report

Thank you!

March

For Coffee Hours

The pledge offering: $5,125
The Building Fund offering: $275
Thank you for your continued support.

NURSERY

(March)

Cindy Hurt, Pat Crowley,
Amanda Pollard, Yvette Nevin,
and Jeanne Lutz
GRUSHERS

4/7

Sue Martin, Lynne Williams

Molly and Bruce Webster

4/14

Sarah Martin, Pat Crowley

4/21

Tina Oosterling, Sue Metzo

Rog Rogers, Nicki Fredericks

4/28

Cindy Hurt, Sherrie Wilkinson

Melissa and Tina Oosterling

5/5

Sue Phillips, Nicki Fredericks

Buffy Brothers, Donna Johnson

5/12

Sue Martin, Lynne Williams

Rog Rogers, Nicki Fredericks

5/19

Sarah Martin, Pat Crowley

Katie Allison, Yvette Nevin

5/26

Tina Oosterling, Sue Metzo

Dave and Trudi Schwert

Gary & Margaret Roberts
04/11/87
Patricia & Tim Crowley
04/21/90
Jacqueline and William Bixler 5/26/78

The family and friends of
Pete Amos who died March
23.
In nursing homes: Orren
Roberts, Donna Riemer at
North Wing.
Our military and their
families.
On-going concerns: Peg
Pearce, Jason Anderson
cancer- David Anderson’s nephew,
Karen Curtin, Kenny
Johnson, Dawn Goering Pat
Rizzo’s sister, and Jimmy
Ambrose.

Used Clothing Drop-Off Shed
Behind the church (to benefit FPC)

Sarah Gibson
Fulton Rogers, Jr.
Margaret Roberts
Sylas Jones
Sarah Martin
Lynn Creasey
Justin Oosterling
Eliza Bruning
Jan Rook
Sandra Tompkins
Katy Allison
Gabe Bruning
Andrew Meier
Lynne Ambrose
Nicki Fredericks

04/01
04/27
5/9
5/10
5/11
5/12
5/12
5/14
5/16
5/17
5/20
5/22
5/26
5/27
5/29

Items Accepted: All clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets,
pillowcases, drapes and stuffed toys.
(NO rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys or household goods, they are an expense to dispose of)

VIPresbyterians
If you have learned of something of interest (achievement,
wedding, trip, service rendered ...) that you would like included in
this column, please tell Anne Albone 798-0639 or email it to the
church first.presbyterian@yahoo.com.
♦Libby Hendee Souter (Nicki Fredericks' daughter) has accepted
a new job with Informatica. She is their VP of Worldwide
Finance! She will be managing the company's finances and
reporting.
♦Orren and Joan Roberts’ AFS daughter, Katherine Crowley
from New Zealand spent early February visiting us. She was here
for two weeks and then left with Sue and Rollie, and Todd and
Deb, to tour the Napa Valley for ten days. It was a busy two weeks!

SHROVE TUESDAY is the feast day before Ash Wednesday and the fasting of Lent. Pancakes,
long a favorite dinner item for families to share with (and impress) their friends, were made to use
up rich ingredients such as eggs, fat, milk and sugar which were often forbidden during Lent. Our
own Shrove Tuesday pancakes were made by Lynn Creasey.

Claudette Creasey added egg
casseroles and baked ham to the
dinner.
Pastor William opened with a
joyful grace and
Marsha Wenhold brought her
guitar for some after-dinner
singing.
A good time was had by all—
who offer many thanks to these
four who made it happen!

APRIL
4

Lenten Lunch

9

Session meeting, 6:30

11 Lenten Lunch
PW meeting, 7:15pm
14 Palm Sunday
OGHS hot dog lunch
17 Deacons’ meeting, 5:30pm
18 Maundy Thursday
19 Good Friday
21 Easter
28 Men’s Breakfast, 8am
MAY
4

Spaghetti Dinner

9

PW meeting, 7:15pm

April 18 – Maundy Thursday Service
7pm-8pm, including the Services of Foot/
Hand-washing and Holy Communion
April 19 – Good Friday
Cross Walk - 12pm, meet on the steps at the
Village Hall
Good Friday Open Space for Meditation
and Prayer, FPC, 1pm to 3pm
April 21 – Easter Sunday
6:30 am Sunrise Service
at the cross in Boxwood Cemetery
10:00 am Easter Breakfast at FPC
11:00 am Morning Worship

HAVE YOU SEEN
THIS BOX?

12 Mother’s Day
14 Session meeting, 6:30
15 Deacons’ meeting, 5:30pm
21 MAAC Potluck , 6:15pm
Presbytery Meeting, 4pm Albion
26 Men’s Breakfast, 8am

It’s part of a program that is free, protects the environment
and creates funding for the church.
Thanks to the efforts of Deacon Tina Oosterling , we now have
a way to recycle small electronic devices and ink cartridges—
things that should not end up in the landfill! Established in 2002,
Imagine It Fundraising through Recycling currently services
over 2500 locations in upstate NY.
When necessary, Tina will call for the free pickup and a donation
will be made to the church. Please note the list of acceptable
items and put only the approved items in the box.

Compassion, Peace, and Justice
In exploring the ideas and ministries of the well as other Presbyterian, and ecumenical and
Church and Social Issues, there are two events secular participants.
in the coming months which provide
From April 5-8, 2019, the Annual National
opportunities for ministries of public love/ Ecumenical Advocacy Days, of which the
justice.
Presbyterian Church (USA) has been a longOn February 27, 2019, the New York State standing partner, will take place in Washington,
Council of Churches held its first Ecumenical DC. This year’s conference is entitled
Advocacy Days, in Albany, New York. During “Troubling the Waters for the Healing of the
this one-day event, people from multiple faith World. It will include a Presbyterian Learning
backgrounds will gather with other seekers of Day, an Ecumenical Learning Day, and a Visit
social justice to learn, to discern, and then, to to Capitol Hill to meet with Congressional
meet with legislators and their staffs in their Members and their staffs, for conversations on
Offices, to discuss legislative responses to a legislation and faith in action.
variety of social justice concerns. Elder David
The Presbytery of Genesee Valley is
Callard and Pastor William Wilkinson planning to send a delegation along with others
participated from Medina First Presbyterian, as in New York State.
This month’s focus
is on the Early
Ministry Institute.
This a three-year
program designed to
encourage and support pastors in their first
call. Pastor Wilkinson is a mentor (2nd Year) in
this program. It is designed to assist new
pastors in gaining specific skills which are
often not included in the traditional seminary
education. The EMI Objectives are: 1) to
encourage participants, individually and as a
community, to reflect intentionally upon
God’s role in their lives and ministry, 2) to
provide opportunity for those in their first
parish to discuss with each other and with
more experienced pastors certain issues of
ministry, 3) to introduce new pastors to
human and other resources available in the
Synod of the Northeast, and 4) to provide a
time, in a relaxed setting, when participants
can reflect together on their experiences, their
successes and their challenges.
EMI meets once a year at Stony Point
Presbyterian Conference Center. This year’s
EMI will take place from April 28-May 2, at
Stony Point.

Presbytery of Genesee Valley
The next Presbytery Meeting
will be held at the Gates
Presbyterian Church. This is also
the proposed new home of the
Offices of the Presbytery of
Genesee Valley. The meeting will
continue the conversation on the
Presbytery Design Team Proposal in discerning
the nature and scheduling of our Presbytery-wide
life together. The Presbytery Resource Center, the
shared learning and ministry resources, has found
a new location, the Dansville Presbyterian
Church.
April 27th, Saturday, 9:00am-noon, is this
year’s designated Presbytery Mission Day. Each
Neighborhood of the Presbytery will carry out a
joint project on that day, or on another day. The
Harvest Neighborhood, our own, will carry out its
project on a different day, the specific project and
day are being discerned.
On April 4th, Presbytery Leader Amy Williams
Fowler will be meeting with pastors and
congregational leaders interested in The Vital
Congregations Initiative at Java Junction,
Brockport. Our Session has discerned that First
Presbyterian Church, Medina, will participate.
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522 Main St, PO Box 213
Medina NY 14103
Phone (585)798-1264
Email: first.presbyterian@yahoo.com

Help Us Go Green
Ask us how.

Please let us know if you would like to be removed
from our mailing list.
The newsletter is always available on our website
firstpresbyterianmedina.org

Easter Sunday is April 21. The sanctuary will be decorated with flowers and there will be a special
bulletin insert in recognition of all who would like to be included. Please fill out the form below
and return it and your contribution (any amount) to the office by April 14.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Donate your plant to a shut-in — OR — take it home (circle one)
Donor’s Name(s):
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
“In Memory of ” — OR — “In Honor of ”: (circle one)
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

