Our Sunday Worship begins at 11:00 am
The church office is (usually) open Monday through Thursday 9-2.

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
The Harvest time, with its many colors, brings fruits
and gifts to our lives, our homes, and to our tables. Even as we
rejoice at the blessings of fields well tilled, we understand that
far too many homes still find their families without enough,
food, clothing, warmth, or even a shelter within which to
house their heart’s home. God’s call to opt for the poor, (for if
they are cared for, then all can celebrate together) speaks to us, and calls us to compassion. On
November 9, 2009, the Charter for Compassion was made public. This universal statement
of the Golden Rule invites us to hold gratitude for God’s blessings while lifting up for our
concern the work of meeting the unmet needs for love, justice, and peace all around us.
Our month began with the celebration of All Saints Day/All Souls Day, the Day of
the Dead. As we celebrated this welcoming home to our hearts our loved ones, sisters and
brothers of God’s humankind who are with us in spirit, we deepened our openness to
remembering the treasured presence in our lives that the Great Cloud of Witnesses to God’s
love and creation have been, and remain. The Apostle Paul reminds in Romans 8: 38-39, “For I
am Convinced that neither death, nor life,…nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Living with hope is our touchstone.
The gleaned fields may look barren from a distance, however the roots, and chaff, even
now begin to nourish the fields, now open to new growing, ready for the germination of seeds
under the coming snow. The Harvest time is become a time of Thanksgiving, and of
preparation for that which is to come, even the Advent of our Lord, Jesus Christ, into our hearts
and living, anew, for the First Time, Again!
Later, this month, we will celebrate our Thank Offering, led by our Presbyterian
Women, and the Thanksgiving Holiday. At the end of this month, we will welcome Advent
(December 2nd) by our Congregation’s participation in support of the Little Elves Contest, the
hosting of Mr. and Mrs. Claus, and the Annual Christmas Parade of Lights. On December 1st,
we have the Hanging of the Greens, and Fellowship Time as we prepare our Congregation’s
building for the Advent and Christmastide Seasons. December 1st, World AIDS Day, will be
part of our Sunday Worship on December 2nd as Advent begins.
May God’s blessings surround you during this Season of the Harvest, and Thanksgiving.

Grace to you, and Peace,
Pastor William
Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson

COMPASSION, PEACE, AND JUSTICE
International Human Rights Day, December 10, 2018,
celebrates the Adoption of the Universal Declaration Of
Human Rights in 1948. The declaration serves as the basis for
international community to define, codify and work for
human rights for all people. It describes the right of all
people to adequate food, clothing, and shelter, a living wage,
and protection from violence. Visit pcusa.org/Acapulco for
worship materials and program ideas.
National Gun Violence Prevention Sabbath Weekend
The National Gun Violence Prevention Sabbath Weekend is held annually on the ThursdaySunday that includes December14th, the anniversary of the Sandy Hook mass shooting. A
documentary, screening kit, Gun Violence tool kit, worship and prayer resources are available at
decembersabbath.org and Pcusa.org/peacemaking.
Ecumenical Advocacy Days
Each Spring, in April, people of all Christian denominations, as well as those of all faiths, and
humanist beliefs, gather in Washington, DC, to learn and to engage our Congressional leaders in
conversations on Compassion, Peace, and Justice. It is our hope that members of our Harvest
Neighborhood Of Presbyterian Churches, First Presbyterian Church, Medina, will join others
from New York State, in participating in a delegation led by the New York State Council of
Churches to the National Ecumenical Advocacy Days Gathering.

ADIOS, AMIGOS!
Vaya con Dios
Lilia Bunnell and Guillermo
Contreras have returned to their
homeland in Mexico after many
years here.
A farewell party was held in
their honor with a cake made by
Virginia Roberts and decorated
by Sue Metzo—yummy to the
very last crumb!
We will miss these two special
people who have generously
served our church in many ways.

Richard Bunnell

Pastor’s Leadership Academy/Presbyterian Education Center, Medina
Reflections on Martin Luther King’s Legacy on The 55th Anniversary of his “Dream” Speech
Kit Miller, Director Of The M.K. Gandhi
Institute, ROCHESTER, New York, Arun
Gandhi, International Peace Advocate, and Rev.
Dr. Wilkinson shared a round table discussion
on November 4, 2018 on the Legacy of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., 50 years after his
assassination, and 55 years after his historic “I
Have a Dream” Speech at the 1963 March on
Washington, DC. Arun Manila Gandhi is an
Indian-American socio-political activist, and the
5th grandson of Mahatma (M.K.) Gandhi. Arun
has been active in the United States since 1987
with the founding of the M.K. Gandhi Institute
for Non-Violence. In 1996, he co-founded the
Season for Non-Violence as a yearly celebration
of the philosophies and lives of Mahatma
Mohandas Gandhi and Rev. Dr. Martin L. King,
Jr. In 2014, Arun co-authored Grandfather
Gandhi, a children’s book with a pro-Peace
message.
Kit Miller has served as the Director Of
The M.K. Gandhi Institute for Non-Violence
since 2009. Kit has been learning about, and
organizing for non-violence for the past twentyfive years. She Draws on Gandhian and Kingian
non-violence, as well as Non-violent
Communication and Permaculture for direction

and daily practice. In addition to using the
Institute itself as a learning laboratory for
principled non-violence with colleagues, she
teaches and works on community projects
related to restorative justice, sustainability and
anti-racism as applications of non-violence in
Rochester.
Rev. Dr. Wilkinson, Teaching Elder/Pastor
at First Presbyterian Church, Medina, and a
Member Of The Presbytery Of Genesee Valley,
has been a Peacemaker since 1966, working with
the American Friends Service Committee, the
Quaker Action Committee, the International
Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War
(IPPNW), serving on the United Kingdom
Delegation to the Hungary International
IPPNW Conference, the year in which the
organization was a recipient of the Nobel Peace
Prize. William, the founding Convener of The
Rochester Communities Acting to Transform
Society (RocACTS), an affiliate of the Gameliel
Foundation, which gave President Barack
Obama his community Organizing Training,
spoke on Dr. King’s Contemporary Legacy, the
role of the Marginal Person, and the new
concept of Root Theology, a liberation theology
derivative.

Presbyterian Women
MANY thanks to all the people that
helped with the PW rummage and bake sale.
There was activity Wednesday for set-up,
Thursday for set-up, Friday for the sale, and
Saturday morning for the sale. Saturday noon
there was an amazing dance of getting the
fellowship hall transformed into the area for Pat
Wechter's memorial reception after her service.
It was a busy few days. Your help is greatly
appreciated. What a wonderful church family!

The bake sale ($145) and rummage sale ($555)
brought in $700. Thank you one and all.
At the PW meeting of November 8th, we
will be putting the finishing touches on the
Christmas Child boxes. We would like to have
the boxes at the church prior to November 8th.
That way the boxes can be dedicated at the
Sunday service on November 11 and delivered
to the pick-up location. Thank you for your
help with this project.
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Priceless
treasures and
amazing
finds,
labeled,
sorted and
priced to sell!
What is left
behind goes
to the
MAAC
Thrift
Depot,
recycling bin,
or . . .
Many thanks
to all who
helped make
this annual
fundraiser a
success!

