Help Us Go Green
Ask us how.

Our Sunday Worship begins at 11:00 am
The church office is (usually) open Monday through Thursday 9-2.

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Autumn. The season of so many colors in the
Northeast United States, painting the contexts of our
villages, towns and cities, finds us celebrating the
preparation for the harvest, remembering loved present
and with us in spirit, and continuing our journeys of
peace and the lifting up of the lives of all our children.
The Season of Peace has been calling us to listen to the
many stories of us, as humankind, in local and global families. The quest for peace and
well-being is ancient. I am reminded of the story of God’s people, Israel, in exile in
Babylon, offered in Psalm 137: 1-6. “By the waters of Babylon- there we sat down and
there we wept when we remembered Zion.” In the second decade of the 21st Century, we
remember the Native Americans on the Trail of Tears of post-Civil War America, the
Great Depression in our country, and the millions of displaced families of the Midwest
and west, on the road to an uncertain future. I think of the African American migrations
north, away from the Jim Crow laws of the post-Slavery to the hope for opportunities in
the segregated North. We can understand the situations of overseas Filipino workers,
working away from home, communities of faith and comfort, the Central Americans at
the United States Borders fleeing from modern day Babylon’s, and our own migrant farm
workers, by the rivers and canals of Western New York. The Season of Peace offers us
space to be connected in Spirit as the human family. In the midst of uncertainty, on our
journeys of seeking peace, we find that we can still sing with our hearts, join hearts, minds
and hands like Joanne and William Cala, American educators have done in Greater
Rochester’s Schools and Communities, and now in Schools and Communities of Kenya
and Tanzania.
The Season of the Children’s Sabbath finds us coming together for our children,
soon to face the chilly winds of last Fall, beginning to collect mittens, scarves, jackets and
coats, as we join hearts and hands across our villages and towns to attempt to meet the
needs of our young sisters and brothers and their families.
These great challenges of our shared human journey call us to lift us Jesus call in
Matthew 7:12, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” We have been
singing the Golden Rule, “Unto Others” in our Sunday Worship, even as we unite in living
into Christ’s call to peace and sabbath.

Grace to you, and Peace,
Pastor William
Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson

THE ANNUAL PICNIC
Great food— - Super fellowship—Fun game—thanks to our talented MC Pat Crowley

GET READY! GET SET! SHOOT!
Pictures for the new church directory have been
taken. If you missed this photo shoot, you can still
have your picture taken by Lifetouch. Please call
Chris (798.1264) for instructions. All photography
must be completed by October 16.

The Medina YMCA is offering a 6 week class
“Powerful Tools for Caregivers” consecutive
Wednesdays, 1-2:30pm beginning Oct 10.
This free class focuses on the needs of family
caregivers of those living with chronic illness.
Call 585.498.4022 to register.

The Friendly Phones Program is looking for
volunteers to bring an hour of socialization to
elderly people who are isolated in our
community.
Call Cynthia Blosenhauer
585.343.0614 x 18 for more information.
The Medina Lions Club presents its annual

GRUSHERS

Scarecrow Festival

October

Saturday October 13, 9am-3pm
at Forrestel Farms (11380 Main St)
Make your own scarecrow. 4H Animals. Horse
rides. Chicken Barbeque tickets available at the
English Rose Tea Shoppe, Zambito Realty and
Ashlee’s Place.

7

Peg Pearce, Lynne Williams

14

Donna Johnson, Ginny Roberts

24

Cindy and Randy Hurt

28

Sue and Rollie Phillips

November
4

Anne Albone, Nancy Dotts

11

Alissa Dunham, Sarah Martin

18

Jeanne Lutz, Sue Squires

25

Tina and Melissa Oosterling

The MAAC Thrift Depot is looking for a
volunteer to vacuum and dust during any of
these available times: Mon, Tues, Thurs 8am9am. Mon, Tues 12-2pm. Sat 8-10am
Contact Sue Metzo 798-4080

The Season of the Children’s Sabbath
This year, we, at First Presbyterian
Church, Medina, are opening the Season of the
Children’s Sabbath, September 1st-October
21st, with our new mission project, Building a
Bridge Back to School. The Season provides
occasions for embodying the hopes and practices
of peacemaking in our focus on the well-being
of all children, locally and globally. In the
coming weeks, we will be joining the
Presbyterian Women in the preparation of
children’s boxes for the Advent and Christmas
Seasons. In addition to our mission with the
Medina Area Association of Churches, Angel
Tree and Christmas present barrels, we will be
deepen our response to The Starfish Initiative of
Mrs. Sherrie Lee Wilkinson, a Family Advocate
of the Hillside Family of Agencies, in our ongoing, ministry of support for Children and their
Families, with the collection of coats, scarves,
gloves and other items, for donation to families
through our local school staffs and teachers.

The Season of the Children’s Sabbath
began several years ago as a Call by the National
Children’s Defense Fund, and its President, Dr.
Marion Wright Edelman, lawyer and Children’s
Rights Advocate. In her book, The Sea is So
Big, and My Boat is So Small, Dr. Edelman
offers the challenge of nurturing, protecting and
supporting the children of our land on their
human journey. Partly concurrent with the
Season of Peace, the Season of the Children’s
will conclude on Children’s Sabbath Sunday,
October 21st, with the theme, “Educate a Child,
Transform the World”.
The Children’s Sabbath Sunday, part of
the Children’s Interfaith Sabbath Weekend, will
be celebrated at First Presbyterian Church,
Medina, on October 21, 2018, with a Sunday
morning Sanctuary Service, and later that day, in
the Service of Installation of the Rev. Dr.
William Huston Wilkinson, as the Called Pastor,
here at Medina First.

The September PW meeting featured speakers Joanne and
William Cala with a presentation on their program Joining
Hearts and Hands which “promotes improved
educational, health and economic conditions for African
orphans and their communities by building schools,
sponsoring health clinics, providing secondary
scholarships” in Kenya. Joining us for a pizza supper
followed by a very informative slide show were members
of the Lyndonville Presbyterian Church and men from our
own congregation. Joanne Cala brought some handmade
African items for sale to help raise funds for their projects.
If you wish to make a donation to help provide textbooks,
scholarships, classrooms, eye clinics and more, your tax
deductible checks can be made payable to:
Joining Hearts and Hands, Ltd.
6944 Benedict Beach
Hamlin, NY 14464 USA
More information can be found on their website:
Joiningheartsandhands.org.

BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS: Inside and Out!

