
Our Sunday Worship begins at 11:00 am  

The church office is (usually) open Monday through Thursday 9-2. 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

September always offers us a time of  renewal, 

celebration of  our life together, and appreciation of  the 

Common Ground of  our hope, our relationship with God 

and Neighbor, far and near. For our Family of  Families, the 

Congregation and Friends Of  First Presbyterian Church, 

Medina, September is a time of  Welcome and Homecoming. 

We are grateful for the presence of  all our members and friends, those with whom we have 

serving and worshipping, those who have been away traveling and vacationing, and, especially, 

those who have been a part of  our Church Family over the years and whom we welcome to 

return to First Presbyterian as a Church Home. This month we will have several opportunities to 

celebrate and welcome home our continuing, returning and new Church families. On September 

16th, we’ll enjoy our Church Picnic at the Glenwood Lake Pavilion. On September 17th and 18th, 

we are taking pictures of  our members, families, and friends, for our new Church Membership 

Directory, part of  lifting up our life together. 

The Season of  Peace, September 2nd through October 7, offers us a series of  Sunday’s 

and Special Days, to celebrate our faith in peacemaking, the believers’ calling. In the Book Of  

Genesis 8: 11, “When the dove (which Noah had sent out from the Ark after the flood) returned 

to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive leaf.” From that time, 

underscored in Genesis 37: 14, Jacob’s call to his youngest son, Joseph, to go and seek the 

shalom, peace/well-being, of  his brothers, our spiritual heritage has been Peacemaking. 

September also marks the Season of  the Children’s Sabbath, the week’s between 

September 1st and October 21st, Children’s Sabbath Sunday, when the nurture and support of  all 

children, locally and globally, are lifted up, offered and celebrated, by people of  all faiths, 

Ecumenical and Interfaith (Ecumenically Ecumenical). 

For First Presbyterian Church, Medina, October 21st is Installation Sunday, the day on 

which, if  the way is clear, The Congregation will receive me as its Called, permanent, Pastor/

Teaching Elder. The Service of  Installation, 3:00pm, October 21, 2018, will include participants 

from all six Neighborhoods Of  Presbyterian Congregations in the Presbytery of  Genesee Valley, 

and from some of  our ecumenical and interfaith partners. 

We are blessed to be in Community with one another, Called in peace, in  love, and in joy. 
 

Grace to you, and Peace, 
 

Pastor William 

Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson 



On Saturday, September 22, 2018, from 
9:00am to 11:00am, at the Albion Presbyterian 
Church, the Harvest Neighborhood of  
Presbyterian Churches*  will host a 
continental breakfast and Conversation 
with Amal Nassar , a Christian 
International Peacemaker from Palestine. 
Amal Nassar is one of  the 2018 PC
(USA) International Peacemakers visiting 
the United States of  America. Amal and 
her family have spent 20 years 
welcoming visitors from around the world to 
their 102 year old, organic West Bank farm 
called the Tent of  Nations. Their mission is to 
build bridges between people, and between 

people and the land, by bringing different 
cultures together in order to develop 
understanding and promote mutual respect. 

The Tent of  Nations’ Ministry cultivates 
peace, reconciliation, and non-violence 
through children’s summer camps and 
education for women. They proclaim, 
boldly, “We refuse to be enemies.” 
The members of  all our area villages and 
towns, congregations and communities 

of  faith are invited to attend.  Please let 
the Church office know, by September 15th, if  

you plan to attend. A free will donation at the 
event will be appreciated. 

International Peacemaker Comes to Orleans County, New York 

E a c h  y e a r , 
September offers 
us a time for 
celebrating and 
nur tur ing  the 
seeking of  peace 
and peacemaking. 

It is also the Season of  the Children’s Sabbath. 
How wonderful that these two Seasons lift up 
the heart of  our calling to Build the Beloved 
Community of  God. 

September 1st is the World Day of  
Prayer for the Care of  Creation, while the 
Season of  Peace begins on September 2nd, 
Season of  Peace Sunday. The Season 
encompasses 5 weeks during which we, in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), part of  the Church 
Universal, lift up our calling as believers, 
peacemaking, and several important aspects of  
our life together in seeking, and building for 
peace. As September 3rd, Labor Day, is 
celebrated, we look to the new website for the 
Advocacy Committee on Social Witness 
featuring a 30-minute documentary on the 
Social Creed for the 21st Century. On 

September 9th, Christian Education Week 
begins. September 16th is Theological 
Education Sunday, when we, as a Church, 
remember and discern our gifts to the 
Theological Education Fund, for the nurture of  
our pastors of  the future Church. 

September 21st is the International Day 
of  Peace, when we join people of  all faiths and 
beliefs in raising the call for peace seeking in 
the Earth. September 23rd, Evangelism Sunday, 
and Native American Day, is a reminder of  
Jesus’ Commandment to love God, and to love 
Neighbor, far and near, to embody the wisdom 
of  the Law and the Prophets, beginning with 
the celebration of  our Indigenous peoples and 
Nations, the ancient keepers of  our homeland. 
On September 30th, we celebrate the Gifts of  
New Immigrants in our Sunday Worship. 

The Season of  Peace concludes on 
October 7th, with World Communion Sunday, 
the collection of  the Peace & Global Witness 
Offering, and the focus on Domestic Violence 
Awareness and the call to peacemaking in our 
every day living, locally and globally. Love 
begins at home, then spreads abroad. 

The Season of  Peace 



The Bible exhorts us to be good stewards of  the 
talents and resources entrusted to us. Traveling 
through Meadville, PA this summer Dave and 
Trudi Schwert encountered an incredible 
demonstration of  RECYCLING AT ITS BEST 
in the sculpture garden extending one-quarter 
mile along the highway in front of  the 
transportation department facility  

(PennDot Road Sign Sculpture Garden is on 
the northeast corner of  US 322/19/6 and 
Mercer Rd, just east of  I-79 exit 147A. )  It’s 
made out of  street signs (stop signs, speed limit 
signs, one way, etc.). There is also a garden of  
road sign flowers in the corner of  the parking 
lot.  

Our congregation excels at RANDOM ACTS OF KINDNESS— 
BIG THANKS  to the following who’ve recently been “caught”!  

 
The generous farmer who has shared fresh-picked ready-to-cook veggies 
from his garden 

The compassionate cook who delivers dinner to the manse on Mondays to 
feed the tired and hungry workers there 

The choir member who provides the news of upcoming not-to-be-missed 

community concerts 

The elder who takes super care of the church property whose recent project is a newly painted 

back door 

The ladies who keep an eye out for greeting cards 

for the PW sunshine committee 

The baker-man who leaves homemade goodies at 

the doors of those celebrating a birthday or in need 

of a cheerful surprise 

The friendly lady who enjoys the fellowship of 

coffee with friends after the church service and with 

her lovely daughters provides homemade treats  

All the folks who have brought filled backpacks for 

school children in need of the required supplies 

And thanks, too, to the many more not discovered in time to be mentioned here…... 



September 

9  Sue Phillips, Nicki Fredericks 

16  Sue Martin, Lilia Bunnell 

23  Sarah Martin, Pat Crowley 

30  Tina Oosterling, Sue Metzo 

7  Cindy Hurt, Sherrie Wilkinson 

14  Sue Phillips, Nicki Fredericks 

21  Sue Martin, Lilia Bunnell 

28  Sarah Martin, Pat Crowley 

October 

Nursery 

Brad Smith, Commissioned Ruling Elder, Attica FPC, from the 
Presbytery Committee on Ministry, opened with prayer and, as 
he did at previous meetings, explained the steps needed to call 
the Rev. Dr. William H. Wilkinson from Stated Supply (his 
current temporary position) to Installed Pastor.  Session 
member Jonathan Incho then moderated the voting procedure.  

Clerk of  the Session, Margaret Martin took 
the minutes.  

Elders Cindy Hurt and Dave Anderson 
distributed, collected and counted the paper 
ballots.  

The congregational vote to install Pastor 
William was unanimous. There will now be 
two more steps for the Presbytery to finish 
the formal process.  

While the assembled congregation completed their meeting, Pastor 
William waited in the hallway, browsing through the assembled 
books. Opening a daily Bible study, he noted this passage from Isaiah 
54:10 which he found significant and shared with the congregation: 
For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love 
shall not depart from you, and my covenant of  peace shall not be removed, says 
the Lord, who has compassion on you.  

We were delighted to hear Pastor William’s joyful acceptance of  this 
call. We are so pleased to have him here.   

JULY CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

CHURCH PICNIC 
Sunday, September 16th  1-3pm 

Glenwood Lake Pavilion 
Please bring your own table setting, a dish to pass and 

maybe a lawn chair!   
The deacons will provide dessert and cold beverages.   

PW invites everyone 

to our September 13 meeting 

in the fellowship hall. 

We will have pizza at 6:00 P.M. 
followed by a program presented by 

Joanne and William Cala, called "Joining Hearts and 
Hands".  This program builds schools and sponsors 
education in Kenya.  Please join us for an informative 
evening of  fellowship with Lyndonville Presbyterian.  



Treasurer’s report 
July & August 

The pledge offering:  $10746 
The Building Fund offering:  $70 

Thank you 
for your continued support. 

In nursing homes:  Orren Roberts, Donna 
Riemer at North Wing.  Pete Amos at Applegate. 

Our military and their families.  
On-going concerns:  Peg Pearce, Jason 
Anderson cancer- David Anderson’s nephew, 
Karen Curtin, Kenny Johnson, Dawn 
Goering Pat Rizzo’s sister, and Jimmy Ambrose. 

Alissa and Brian Dunham 9/1/12 
David and Mary Ann Anderson 9/12/87 
Scott and Tina Oosterling 9/14/91 
Pam and Greg Canham 9/25/82 
Jonathan and Cynthia Incho 10/07/78 
Kathy and Roger George 10/13/62 

Cindy Hurt 9/2 
Aidan Allison Stamp 9/3 
Braelynn Dilorenzo 9/5 
Allan Kropf 9/10 
Amanda Pollard 9/11 
Jonathan Incho 9/13 
Alan Kozody 9/13 
Mary Lou Francisco 9/15 
Jack Graham 9/15 
Sophia Cardone 9/20 
Rick Gibson 9/22 
Rosalind Cardone 9/25 

Jan McCloy 10/6 
Roland Phillips 10/11 
Pat Rizzo 10/12 
Adelia Wilkinson 10/16 
James Ambrose Sr 10/18 
Paula Yaskivich 10/18 
Brad Dunham 10/18 
Orren Roberts 10/22 
Emily Haley 10/25 
Molly Webster 10/26 
Glenn Gunterberg 10/28 
Deb Roberts 10/30 

Help Us Go Green 
Ask us how. 

SEPTEMBER 

9 Worship service at 11:00am 

11 Deacons meeting, 5:30pm 
Session meeting, 6:30pm 

13 PW meeting, 6:00pm 

16 Church Picnic 

17 Life Touch Photography, 2-9pm 

18 Life Touch Photography, 2-9pm 

30 Men’s Breakfast, 8:00am 

7 World Communion Sunday 

9 Session meeting, 6:30pm 

11 PW meeting, 7:15pmpm 

17 Deacons meeting, 5:30pm 

21 Installation, 3pm 

28 Men’s Breakfast, 8:00am 

OCTOBER 



♦Lizbeth Roberts and Nick Quesnel will be 
married on Monday, September 3 in Denver, 
CO.  Her proud parents are Todd and Deb 
Roberts.  (Ginny Roberts’ granddaughter.) 

♦Anne Albone and her daughters, Vicky, 
Debby and Cindy, prepared and served a 
delicious breakfast after worship Sun 8/19.  
The breakfast was served in loving memory of  
Eugene Albone who went to heaven 8/21/01 
after a 20 year battle with cancer.  Gene was 
always very active in the church with carpentry, 
electrical and remodeling projects.  RIP Gene 
Albone. 

♦Everett Timothy Litz was baptized here at 
FPC, on August 5, 2018.  His parents are 
Ronald and Emily (Pollard) Litz  

VIPresbyterians 
If  you have learned of  something of  interest (achievement, wedding, trip, service rendered ...) that 
you would like included in this column, please tell Anne Albone 798-0639 or email it to the 
church first.presbyterian@yahoo.com. 

This year, we, at First Presbyterian 
Church, Medina, are opening the Season of  
the Children’s Sabbath, September 1st-
October 21st, with our new mission project, 
Building a Bridge Back to School. The Season 
provides occasions for embodying the hopes 
and practices of  peacemaking in our focus on 
the well-being of  all children, locally and 
globally.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a picture of  about half  of  our 
accumulated back packs, school supplies, and 
educational support materials, for our local 
elementary school children.   

Responding to the initiative of  Mrs. 
Sherrie Lee Wilkinson, a Family Advocate of  
the Hillside Family of  Agencies, and modeled 
by the early efforts by Dave Schwert and others 
in our Congregation, we have established a new, 
and on-going, ministry of  support for Children 
and their Families. 

The Season of  the Children’s Sabbath 
began several years ago as a Call by the 

National Children’s Defense Fund, and its 
President, Dr. Marion Wright Edelman, lawyer 
and Children’s Rights Advocate. In her book, 

The Sea is So Big, and My Boat is So Small, 
Dr. Edelman offers the challenge of  nurturing, 

protecting and supporting the children of  our 
land on their human journey. Partly concurrent 

with the Season of  Peace, the Season of  the 
Children’s will conclude on Children’s 

Sabbath Sunday, October 21st, with the 
theme, “Educate a Child, Transform the 
World”. 

The Season of  the Children’s Sabbath 



First Presbyterian Church 
522 Main St, PO Box 213 

Medina NY 14103 
Phone & FAX:  (585)798-1264 

Email:  first.presbyterian@yahoo.com 

News from the Presbytery of  Genesee Valley 
The next Presbytery Meeting will be held on September 25, 2018, at the 

First Presbyterian Church, Chili, New York. Among other items on the agenda, 
the motion to install Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson as Called/Installed 
Pastor, here at First Presbyterian Church, Medina will be put forward by the 
Committee on Ministry of  the Presbytery. 

The Presbytery, in its new form of  our life together, has established 
Neighborhoods (6) of  Presbyterian Congregations. Our Neighborhood (#1) is 
known as the Harvest Neighborhood. It includes the Lyndonville, Elba, Barre 
Center, Albion, Brockport, Holley and Medina Presbyterian Churches. In our Neighborhood, we 
are welcoming to new pastors, Commissioned Ruling Elder Martha Mitchell to the Lyndonville 
Presbyterian Church, and Rev. Susan Thaine, the Moderator of  the Presbytery of  Genesee Valley, 
to the Albion Presbyterian Church. 

Our next Neighborhood Meeting of  Elders and Pastors will be at 12:30pm, on September 
12, 2018, at Eagle Family Restaurant, on Route 19, Brockport, New York.  

News from the Synod of  the Northeast, PC(USA) 
The Synod Assembly (biennial) will be held on September 21-22, 
2018 at the Desmond Albany Hotel, Albany, New York. The 
gathering of  Synod Commissioners from the Presbyteries of  the 
Northeast, the Mission and Ministry Commissioners and 
interested Observers (open to all) will include a Pre-Assembly 
Workshop on Race and Reconciliation, led by the Crossroads Anti-

Racism, Chicago, Il, a nationally recognized social justice education and training organization. 
The Synod Mission and Ministries Commission will gather at the Stony Point Center, PC

(USA), Stony Point, New York, from Friday, November 2, 2018 to Saturday, November 3, 2018. 

The Commissioners will review new Innovation Grant Applications, new Mission Grant Requests, 
and review the Administrative Agenda of  the Commission. 


