
Our Summer Sunday Worship begins at 9:30 am  

The church office is (usually) open Tuesday through Thursday 9-12 for the summer. 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

The heat of  Summer reminds me of  the recent film, 
“Brain on Fire”. The young woman, the central person in 
the drama, is essentially misunderstood, wrestling with the 
sudden onset of  symptoms and signs of  ill-health and an 
upset sense of  well-being. What gets her through is an 
unfailing, committed circle of  relationships, constant and 
loving, journeying with her to resolution and, finally, 
reconciliation with her healing, from a rare illness, self. 

Our present national and hemispheric challenge as people of  faith is a country, a nation 
of  people with our collective brains on fire with the challenges of  citizenship, world, national 
and hemispheric. There are so many perspectives and points of  view. And there are the 
constants, which can help us to reconciliation. 

We, all of  us, neighbor and stranger, are intertwined in circles of  relationship. With the 
shifting sands of  circumstance, we have, among our constants, such wisdom from our faith as 
the word from Exodus 23: 9- “You shall not oppress the resident alien; you know the heart of  
an alien, for you were aliens in the land of  Egypt.” 

The heat of  our debates, expressed concerns, and hopes, even our fears, can be blended 
in the cauldron of  our relationships, kindled by the fire of  the Holy Spirit. In relationship with 
one another, standing on the common ground of  our understanding of  a shared humanity, 
shared earth and its lands, and challenged by our acknowledgment of  God as author of  all 
living and interrelationship, we can have hope of  finding solutions, options, of  seeking 
respected paths of  mutual living. 

 

Rev. Martin Niemoller, of  the Confessing Church Movement in 1940’s Germany, 
reminded us of  the consequences of  falsely seeing ourselves as separate from one another. He 
said, “First, they came for the Jews, and I was not a Jew, so I said nothing. Then they came for 
the communists, and the homosexuals, and since I was not one of  them, I said nothing. And 
then they came for me, and there was no one left to stand for me.” 

In our year together, we have deepened our standing up for one another, our responding 
to needs beyond ourselves, our Congregation, and the personal borders, boundary lines of  
ourselves. 

As we live into Summer Season, let us rest, renew, reflect together and pray for our 
nation, all humankind, and one another, that gratitude to God, love of  neighbor and stranger, 
will lead us to reconciliation living and welcome.. 

 
 
Grace to you, and Peace, 
 
Pastor William 
 
Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson 



MEMORIAL DAY AT THE MANSE 
Honoring those who gave their lives for our country 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN  

The Presbyterian Women 
would like to extend an 
invitation to the Presbyterian 
Men to join us on September 
13 at 6 P.M. for pizza followed 
by a presentation given by 
Joanne and William Cala.  The 
Cala's have built schools in 
Kenya through their "Joining 
Hearts and Hands" program.   
 
 
 
The PW picnic was held Thursday June 14 at Anne Albone’s home.  Ginny Roberts was the 
hostess, and the program was a birthday celebration.  Look who was able to join us—Mary Lou 
Francisco and her daughter Kathy.  A good time was had by all. 



With Emily and  
Margaret Alice 

Fun in the Nursery! 

Happy Happy Happy Happy 90th90th90th90th Birthday, Birthday, Birthday, Birthday,    
         Anne Albone         Anne Albone         Anne Albone         Anne Albone    

Anne Albone celebrated her 90th birthday with a party at 
the church on Saturday June 2.   
70 people—family and friends—were there to celebrate 
with her.  Many in her family drove from out of  state just 
for the party:  Eric and his family came from Virginia,  
Travis and his family from North Carolina,  Brandon was 
visiting from Guam, Chad and his family from Georgia.  
Anne wants to thank all who took the time to wish her a 
happy birthday.  She says that she didn’t want this one but 
her children forced her into it and she’s glad they did.  The 
party was fun and the girls did a great job.  Anne made the 
cake but her daughters, Vicky, Debby and Cindy, with help 
from her granddaughter, Rhiannon, prepared the feast.  
Nobody left hungry. 

The Men’s Breakfast was held 
Sunday June 10 at Ginny 
Roberts’ home.  8 men enjoyed 
a delicious breakfast and great 
fellowship.  Thank you to our 
hostess and her helpers! 



DEACONS DO…. 
…plan fun things to bring the congregation together socially! This month the deacons 
invited everyone to get together downtown for ice cream at Meggie Moo’s. A yummy time 

was had by the 20 folks who chose to indulge. Did you miss this event? Our next one will be 
the annual fall picnic after church on September 16 so put that on your calendar now. We 
promise great company, good food and maybe a surprise or two! 

Notes for the Journey 
The Labyrinth and The Journey: The picture to the left is the symbol of  the 
spiritual journey, the Labyrinth, a prayer path notably built into the sanctuary of  
the Cathedral in Chartres, France. The small path and journey of  the labyrinth is 
symbol of  the long path of  life on the human journey. The circular shape of  the 
labyrinth, is a reminder of  the wisdom of  indigenous American Chief, Black Elk, 
“All life is a circle, seen in the shape of  the Sun, the Moon, and the Earth 
itself…” These notes are moments on our human journey as spiritual beings. 

The Francisco Family Visits: We were pleased, as a Congregation, to receive a visit recently 
from Mrs. Mary Lou Francisco, wife of  our former pastor, the late Rev. John Francisco, and her 
daughter, Kathy. They returned to Medina to lay to rest the ashes of  Mary Lou’s Grandson, and 
Kathy’s Nephew, Stephen Delpero. Stephen, born August 29, 1985, passed away on July 23, 2016. 
We celebrated his life during a Graveside Service on June 15, 2018 at Boxwood Cemetery. 

Neighborhood of  Presbyterian Churches: Our Presbytery, Genesee Valley, has reorganized its 
ways of  meeting and having our life together. There are six (6) new Neighborhoods in the 
Presbytery. First Presbyterian Church, Medina, is in the Harvest Neighborhood, with Lyndonville 
Presbyterian, Albion Presbyterian, Holley Presbyterian, Barre Center Presbyterian and Elba 
Presbyterian, and the Ogden Presbyterian Church. Our pastors and lay leaders meet periodically, 
about every 6-8 weeks to vision joint book and bible studies, and mission events. In June, the 
Neighborhood met here in Medina at the Country Club Restaurant. 



♦As most of  you are aware my children put on 
a gala 75th birthday event for me.  Cheryl got 
the ball rolling but little did I know that Chris 
from Colorado and Libby from California 
would be here.  What a loving surprise when 
they walked in the door 3 days before!  I thank 
all of  you for helping to make this celebration 
a huge success for me and my 3 planners!  My 
daughter Libby along with my grandson Rogan 
(14) and granddaughter Rhona (12), arrive on 
June 25th for a 10 day visit.  Can't wait to have 
them with me.  Prayers for my daughter 
Cheryl.  She is having shoulder surgery on July 
5th (which happens to be the same day Libby 
and two leave for home).  I will be doing a 
hurry up packing job so I can drive to Sidney, 
NY to help out with the patient.  And my 
crazy summer is in full swing!   

♦My granddaughter, Emily Nages, (Cheryl’s 
daughter) finished her second year at LeMoyne 
with straight A’s.  She continues to ride on their 
equestrian team. 

♦Ryan Huff  (Ginny Robert’s Grandson) 
graduated from High School in Florida and is 

headed to the University of  Central Florida to 
study Engineering. 

♦Noah Huff  (Ginny Roberts’ grandson) was 
visiting for 12 days.  He was a big help—she 
loved having him here. 

♦Joy Huff  and her three sons, Evan,15, 
Noah,16, and Ryan,18, will be visiting Ginny at 
the end of  July.   

♦John Francisco and his son John Daniel 
(Mary Lou’s son and grandson) both qualified 
for the West Virginia Open Golf  
Championship, 7/24-27. 

♦Lilli Schwert, nine-year-old granddaughter of  
Dave and Trudi Schwert, arrived with her dad 
Daniel Schwert from Plainfield, IL, on her first 
airplane ride in time to help Pastor William 
with the children’s sermon on July 1st.    

VIPresbyterians 
If  you have learned of  something of  interest (achievement, wedding, trip, service rendered ...) that 
you would like included in this column, please tell Anne Albone 798-0639 or email it to the 
church first.presbyterian@yahoo.com. 

♦God gave us a shimmering icy Sunday for the Baptism of  my great grand daughter Raelynn, 
with her mom, Stephanie, and dad, Nick, from Oregon, and Grandpa Mike from California.  
Thank you to Rev Wilkinson, the Session, and Nicki Fredericks for a lovely ceremony.  Jan Rook 

The Alzheimer’s Association and the Medina YMCA are hosting a 

Dementia Education Conference 

Thursday, August 2, noon—3pm. 

Gain a fuller understanding of  Alzheimer’s and dementia, build strategies for communicating with 
your loved one, and learn about support and resources to help individuals and families manage the 
disease.   

Free attendance and lunch for all caregivers  (family and professional)  
Registration is required—call 1.800.272.3900 



Treasurer’s report 
May & June 

The pledge offering:  $11,570 
The Building Fund offering:  $80 

Pentecost:  $398 
Thank you  

for your continued support. 

Thank you! 
For Coffee Hours 

(May and June) 

Sue Martin, Trudi Schwert, Anne 

Albone, Yvette Nevin, Donna Johnson, 

Lynne Williams, Amanda Pollard,  

Cindy Incho , and Cindy Hurt,  

In nursing homes:  Orren Roberts at North 
Wing.  Donna Riemer at Willows.  Pete Amos 
at Applegate. 

Our military and their families.  
On-going concerns:  Peg Pearce, Jason 
Anderson cancer- David Anderson’s nephew, 
Karen Curtin, Kenny Johnson, Dawn 
Goering Pat Rizzo’s sister, and Jimmy Ambrose. 

Used Clothing Drop-Off  Shed 
Behind the church (to benefit FPC) 
Items Accepted:  All clothing, shoes, 
sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
pillowcases, drapes and stuffed toys.  

(Please...NO rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys 
or household goods, please understand that 
they are an expense to dispose of)  Help us 
keep your donation clean and dry by putting 

your items in plastic bags. 

Jeff  and Debi Gay 7/15/00 
John and Jan Williams 7/26/69 
Jenna and Gabe Bruning 8/9/14 
Tom and Nancy Dotts 8/20/60 

Lizbeth Roberts 7/1 
Pat Hermann 7/3 
Megan Crowley 7/9 
Sherrie Wilkinson 7/14 
John Williams 7/16 
Nancy Dotts 7/16 
Ryan Crowley 7/17 
Gary Roberts 7/20 

Deb Crandall 7/23 
Lilia Bunnell 7/29 
Evan Squires 7/31  
Gracie Wilkinson 8/6 
Roland Martin 8/9 
Nelda Callard 8/12 
Sharon Litchfield 8/13 
Jenifer Cardone 8/20 

 JULY 

1 Sunday Worship Service at 9:30am 

29 Holy Communion 

 AUGUST 

5 Holy Baptism, worship service upstairs 

14 Session Meeting, 6:30pm 

 SEPTEMBER 

18 Congregational Meeting, 6:30pm 

9 Worship service at 11:00am 

11 Session meeting, 6:30pm 

13 PW meeting, 6:00pm 

16 Church Picnic 

18 Life Touch Photography, 2-9pm 

19 Deacons meeting, 5:30pm 

30 Men’s Breakfast, 8:00am 

17 Life Touch Photography, 2-9pm 



First Presbyterian Church 
522 Main St, PO Box 213 
Medina NY 14103 

Phone & FAX:  (585)798-1264 
Email:  first.presbyterian@yahoo.com 

Help Us Go Green 
If  you would like to help the church go green and 
save money on printing and postage just email the 
church office first.presbyterian@yahoo.com (or 
let Chris know).  We will add you to the email list 
and send the link to the church’s website each 
time there is a new edition of  The Visitor. 

A Special meeting of  the Congregation  

of  the First Presbyterian Church of  Medina  

has been duly called by the Session for  

Wednesday, July 18, at 6:30pm,  

during which a vote will be taken on the Pastor Nominating 
Committee proposal for the Rev. Dr. William H. Wilkinson to be 
the Called Pastor of  First Presbyterian Church of  Medina, the 
Terms of  Call, and other required notifications. 


