
Our Sunday Worship begins at 11:00am. 

Sunday School for all ages begins with the worship service. 

The church office will (usually) be open Monday through Thursday, 9-2, although,  

Chris will be gone for the month of November. 

Send us an email and let us know if you would like to receive all future newsletters paper free! 

An email will be sent to you  each month when the new newsletter is posted on our website.  

First.presbyterian@yahoo.com 



Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Grace to you, and peace. For centuries, Christians around the 
world have offered this blessing as a greeting and 
acknowledgement of  our thankfulness for the life together 
which is our gift from God, the ground of  all our being. As we 
celebrate the Autumn Season of  our earthly year, we are 
grateful for so many things. We give thanks for the harvest, its 
fruits of  the labor of  grower and farm worker, the 
nourishment of  our bodies, minds, and spirits, and the cycles 
of  living in which we find meaning in living and growing as 
families, neighborhoods, and communities, local and global. 

Having celebrated the Season of  Peace, in September and early October, and the Season of  the 
Children’s Sabbath, September to the end of  October, we come to the time of  year when we give 
thanks to God for our blessings and for God’s constant, and continuing journey with us through joys, 
sorrows, and mosaics of  our lives. The Prophet, Jeremiah (in 9: 23-24), reminds us not to boast, but 
that, if  we must boast, we are called to boast of  God’s loving-kindness, right relationship, and God’s 
justice. 

During this Thanksgiving Season, our Congregation will host the Annual Thanksgiving Service of  the 
Medina Area Association of  Churches (MAAC) on November 21st. Our Presbyterian Women will 
lead us in this year’s Thank Offering during our Sunday Service on November 26th. 

The Presbytery of  Genesee Valley’s Crossroads Anti-Racism Training Day, October 21, 2016, 
provided a solid opportunity for our ministry of  nurture here at First Presbyterian, Medina. This 
workshop, which had participants from five Presbyteries, Western New York, Geneva, Cayuga-
Syracuse, Utica, and our own, serves as preparation for our Adult Education Study Series on the 
Confession of  Belhar, our most recent Presbyterian Church (USA) theological statement on the 
inclusiveness of  God’s love. For our nation, with our histories of  indigenous peoples, immigrants, and 
those whose ancestors were brought to our land unwillingly, Thanksgiving is a time for reflection, 
forgiveness, celebration and resolve to seek the unity in living which is the shared hope of  our country. 

As we pray our thanks to God, let us keep our neighbors, far and near, in our thoughts and prayers, 
the people of  our nation still recovering from the recent hurricanes, in Texas, Florida, Georgia, and 
Puerto Rico, and our neighbors in Mexico, recovering from the earthquakes of  recent months. 

Our Church, the PC(USA) joins others in the Reformed Tradition, in celebrating the 500th 
Anniversary of  the Protestant Reformation, begun when Martin Luther placed ninety-five new ideas, 
in writing, on the door of  the Church at Wittenberg, Germany. It is our calling to be the Church 
reformed, and always being reformed, always open in hearts, minds, and hands to God’s transforming 
love and to the places to which that love leads us. 

Blessings for the Thanksgiving Season, 

Pastor William 

Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson 



October  

Treasurer’s report 
The pledge offering:  $5,492 

The Building Fund offering:  $41 
Thank you for your continued support. 

Melissa Oosterling 11/2 
Yvette Nevin 11/14 
Donna Riemer 11/19 
Cynthia Incho 12/3 
William Martin 12/4 
Tina Oosterling 12/4 
Brian Dunham 12/11 
Sue Metzo 12/12 
Debbie Kozody 12/12 
Claudette Creasey 12/13 

Judy Decker 12/19 
Sue Phillips 12/21 
Nicholas Litchfield 12/23 
Mason Roberts 12/23 
Linda Fuller 12/24 
Virginia Roberts 12/24 
William Tompkins 12/24 
Tim Crowley 12/24 
William Bixler 12/25 
Sue Martin 12/26 

Rick and Sarah Gibson 11/5/83 
Jim and Lynne Ambrose 11/26/66 
Bruce and Molly Webster 11/29/80 
William and Catherine Cotriss 12/10/66 
Dave and Trudi Schwert 12/18/65 
Joe and Jenifer Cardone 12/28/91 
Neal and Pat Hermann 12/30/77 

 

Grushers? 

 November 

5 Yvette Nevin, Pat Rizzo 

12 Alissa Dunham, Sarah Martin 

19 Lilia Bunnell, Guillermo Contreras 

26 Anne Albone, Ginny Messore 

 December 

3 Ginny Roberts, Marilyn Hiwiller 

10 Nelda Toussaint, Jenifer Cardone 

17 Lynn and Claudette Creasey 

24 Dave and Trudi Schwert 

31 Nicki Fredericks, Fulton Rogers 

Used Clothing Shed 
Behind the church (to benefit FPC) 

Items Accepted:  All clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, 
sheets, drapes and stuffed toys.   (Please...NO rags, fabric scraps, pillows, 
toys or household goods.  They are an expense to dispose of)  Help keep 
your donation clean and dry by putting your items in plastic bags. 

In nursing homes:  Orren Roberts at North 
Wing.  Donna Riemer at Willows.  Pete Amos 
at Applegate. 

 
Our military and their families.  

On-going concerns:  Peg Pearce, Ginny 
Messore cancer, Alice Martin, Jason Anderson 
cancer- David Anderson’s nephew, Karen Curtin, 
Kenny Johnson, Dawn Goering Pat Rizzo’s 
sister, and Jimmy Ambrose. 

Thank you! 
(October) 

The Albone family, Tina 
Oosterling, Ginny Roberts, 
Trudi Schwert, Pat Rizzo, 
Cindy Hurt, Lynne Ambrose 

and Pat Crowley. 



VIPresbyterians 
If  you have learned of  something of  interest (achievement, wedding, trip, service rendered ...) that 
you would like included in this column, please tell Anne Albone 798-0639 or email it to the 
church first.presbyterian@yahoo.com. 

⇒New baby:  Margaret Alice Dunham is 
happy to welcome her new baby brother—
Bradley Parker Dunham who was born Wed 
Oct 18.  Proud parents are Alissa and Brian 
Dunham. 

⇒Nicki and Rog spent a week with her 
daughter Cheryl as she recovered from surgery.  
Happy to report all went well.  Nicki's 
granddaughter, Emily Nages, was awarded this 
year's "The Frank Dolan, Jr. Medal in First Year 
Liberal Arts".  So happy to see Emily's hard 
work was recognized at LeMoyne College in 
Syracuse, NY.  Emily is Cheryl’s daughter. 

⇒On Oct 1 the Albone ladies: Anne, Deb 
and Cindy served lunch in memory of  Eugene 
Victor Albone 9/25/26-8/21/2001. If  you 
weren't there we are sorry you missed.  We put  

o n  a  n i c e 
meal...pasta, salad, 
antipasto, jello, 
applesauce and a 
huge Neapolitan 
cake.  Gene was a 20 
year cancer survivor.  
H e  n e v e r 
complained and 
always had a smile on his face..  He never 
talked about it so only family and close friends 
even knew he had cancer.  We like to keep his 
memory alive so we do a celebration every year 
and like to share it with our church family.  
Gene loved working in the church and the 
manse and we did it together. Thank you for 
being his friend and mine. Cherish your loved 
ones. God bless you all. 

The deacons cordially invite you 
all to the Advent Dinner to be 
held on Sunday, December 10, 
2017, after the worship service.  
Please bring your own table 
service and a generous dish to 
pass.  The deacons will provide 
baked ham, rolls, dessert and 
beverages.  Please join us for this 
spec ia l  t ime of  hol iday 
fellowship! 

 

Notes from the Presbytery  
by Cindy Incho 

Reverend Wilkinson and I attended the 
Presbytery meeting on September 26, 2017 at First 
Presbyterian Church of  Honeoye Falls.  The 
business meeting ran from about 4:00-8:45pm with 
optional pre-meeting sessions starting at 2:30. 

Early in the meeting, our very own Pastor 
William received a round of  applause and a warm 
thank you for his service on a special Presbytery 
committee over the last three years. 

There was a report from the “Healthier 
Congregation Team” followed by numerous other 
reports such as the first reading of  the proposed 
2018 Presbytery Budget.  Dr David Thurber from 
the Rochester branch of  Jewish Voices for Peace 
gave a report regarding witnessing for Palestine.  
Some new pastoral candidates were examined and 
received into our presbytery.  The next meeting will 
be held on Saturday November 18, 2017. 



October 15, 2017, was declared Choir Appreciation Sunday by the deacons. All choir members 
and the organist received a boutonniere of  tiny white roses to decorate their robes plus a note of  
thanks for their music ministry. During the service Deacon Pat Crowley and Pastor William Wil-
kinsen expressed gratitude and offered blessings for the dedicated singers and organist who so 
freely share their talents to provide the music which enhances each Sunday service. As an added 
treat the usual deacons’ coffee hour became a pizza party served by Pat Rizzo and Trudi Schwert. 
We thank Jan Rook for suggesting this special occasion. 
  



Many thanks to all who helped with the bake 
sale and the rummage sale.  There was activity 
in the fellowship hall on Wed, Thurs, Fri, and 
Saturday of  the sale.  Thanks to those who 
baked, set up, sorted, clerked, and cleaned up at 
the conclusion of  the sale.  We made $637.50.  

Since PW is not idle for long, we are looking 
forward to doing Christmas Child boxes at our 
meeting on Nov 9th at 7:15pm at the church..  
The boxes will be dedicated on Sun, Nov 12th.  
Your help is greatly appreciated.  

PW 

MAAC 
Support MAAC’s effort to supply Christmas 
to local families. Decorate the mitten tree 
with mittens, scarves, hats, and SOCKS, 
and fill the Red Barrel with toys. 
 

MAAC’s Thanksgiving Service will be 
held here at FPC on Tues Nov 21 at 7pm 

Deacons 
Help is needed to decorate the sanctuary 
for the Christmas season Sat 11/25, 9am 

Save the date!  Sun Dec 10.  Advent 
Dinner 



Dear Friends, 

As many of  you know my husband and I are moving away from Medina on October 28.  We will 
be settling into our new home in Powell, Ohio (north of  Columbus) when it is finally built, 
sometime in mid-December!  In the meantime we will alternate stays with our two daughters (one 
lives in Powell, one in Montgomery, OH, near Cincinnati).  
It was a difficult decision to leave our wonderful home and 
all the ties we have here, but we look forward to being able 
to help with the grandchildren and creating new 
connections and friendships.      

This church has meant so much to me!  I will treasure the 
memories I hold from way back in the 60’s right up to 
today.  Thanks to you all for your support, friendship and 
fellowship.  I will consider myself  lucky if  I can find a new 
church that feels like home. 

Fondly, 

Pat Hermann   

If  you are ever in the Columbus area, let me know!  Here’s 
our new address: 

3823 Southbury Drive, Powell, OH    43065             

my email:  patherm@hotmail.com 

U P  L I F T E D 

Many thanks to Sue Metzo for writing such clear and complete instructions for running the stair 

lift. And blessings to Lynn Creasey who knows exactly which button to “unstick” to make the lift 

GO! 

Thanks also to all—most notably Nicki Fredericks and Jan Rook– who have so generously donated 

greeting cards to the PW Sunshine Committee. And gratitude galore to Dave Schwert who rescued 

an abandoned file cabinet to hold this treasure trove which has already filled the drawers! 

Thanks be to God for sending us folks who make our lives better….sometimes just with hugshugshugshugs and 

humorhumorhumorhumor! 



First Presbyterian Church 
522 Main St, PO Box 213 

Medina NY 14103 
Phone & FAX:  (585)798-1264 

Email:  first.presbyterian@yahoo.com 

 November 

9 PW meeting, 7:15pm at the church 

14 Session meeting, 6:30pm 

15 Deacons’ meeting, 5:30pm 

21 MAAC Thanksgiving Service,  
location TBD 

25 Deacons Decorate the church. 9am 

 December 

3 Men’s Breakfast, Holy Communion 
Advent in the Park 5:30pm 

10 Advent Dinner,  
Advent in the Park 5:30pm 

12 Session Meeting, 6:30pm 

14 PW meeting 

17 Advent in the Park 5:30pm 

24 Christmas Eve, Holy Communion 
Christmas Joy Offering 

25 Christmas Day 

See this Visitor online at 
firstpresbyterianmedina.org 


