Our Sunday Worship begins at 11:00 am
Sunday School for youth and children begins with the worship service.
The church office is (usually) open Monday through Thursday 9-2.

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
“Grace to you, and peace” have been the greeting
and the sending words in Christian communities
from the earliest of times of our history and lives
together. These words present to us the essence of
our faith, this Way of Love, of Peace, the believer’s
calling. In this Season of Lent, it is good for us, all, to
remember the sign of hope, given to Noah and his
family, the rainbow in the sky. It marked the giving of
God’s Covenant of constant, continuing love to
humankind.
Each year, in these months of late winter to early Spring, we reflect on the earthly ministry of
caring and compassion of Jesus of Nazareth, accepting, again, God’s forgiveness and call to be
ambassadors of Christ’s Way of living the kingdom of heaven on earth. One sign of our response
to God’s love is the tradition of fasting. Often, the spiritual practice of fasting has been
experienced in putting aside earthly, bodily pleasures as an approach to seeking the Holy Spirit.
This Season of Lent can be a time of journeying toward a new way of living the life of love to
which Christ calls us.
This year our community at First Presbyterian, Medina, is engaging in just such an approach.
We are being encouraged to fast from ways of living which tend to separate us from God, others
and ourselves. We are seeking ways to encourage the welcome of self and others into the
embracing love which God has for us by using the practice of the fasting cube.
The cube describes, for us, several moments of reflection on ways of living which tend to
open a breach in the bond of love of God and neighbor, offering corresponding ways to try to
repair the breaches, in Isaiah’s terms. We are offered to fast from resentment and bitterness by
working on forgiving the people, including ourselves, who have hurt us. We are encouraged to fast
from complaining and, instead, recall the moments of joy in our lives. In seeking the Way of Love,
we are asked to refrain from judging others, recalling how Jesus accepts us, seeing us through our
faults. In these and the other encouraging ways of fasting offered in the use of the fasting/prayer
cube during Lent, our congregational community is journeying together toward a renewed sense
of community and welcome.
Blessings to all our congregational community, the community of Medina, Orleans County and
the world around us.
Grace to you, and peace,
Pastor William
Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson

March 29 – Maundy Thursday Service
7pm-8pm, including the Services of Foot/Hand-washing and Holy Communion

March 30 – Good Friday
Cross Walk - 12pm, Village Hall
Good Friday Open Space for Meditation and Prayer, FPC, 1pm to 3pm

Service, Medina United Methodist Church– 7:30pm
April 1 – Easter Sunday
6:30 am Sunrise Service at the cross in Boxwood Cemetery
10:00 am Easter Breakfast at FPC
11:00 am Morning Worship

You are cordially invited to attend
a breakfast/coffee hour
served by the Deacons
before the worship service on
Easter Sunday.
Please join us in the fellowship hall
between 10—10:45 a.m.

Nursery

Grushers
March
4

Gary and Maggie Roberts

Tina Oosterling, Sue Metzo

11 Jan Rook, Sandy Thaine

Cindy Hurt, Sherrie Wilkinson

18 Gabe and Jenna Bruning

Sue Phillips, Nicki Fredericks

25 Bruce and Molly Webster

Sue Martin, Lilia Bunnell
April

1

Anne Albone, Lilia Bunnell

Sarah Martin, Pat Crowley

8

Pam and Greg Canham

Tina Oosterling, Sue Metzo

15 Sue Metzo, Pat Rizzo

Cindy Hurt, Sherrie Wilkinson

22 Scott and Tina Oosterling

Sue Phillips, Nicki Fredericks

29 Al and Deb Kozody

Sue Martin, Lilia Bunnell

Once again the Presbyterians served their famous chickenrice casserole for the first Lenten Lunch. A big thanks to
Sue Metzo and her kitchen crew! Pastor William’s message
was from John 6:16-21. “Do not be afraid,” Jesus told the
disciples and
together in the boat, they safely reached the land.

Spotlight on WOMEN
The February meeting of the Presbyterian
Women was held at the home of Ginny
Messore where we celebrated both her birthday
and Valentine’s Day with individual cherry/
vanilla trifles in heart-adorned cups. The Rev.
Dr. William Wilkinson presented a Bible study
based on Hebrews 12: 1-12, chosen in part
because current Bible scholars now believe this
book was written by a woman named Priscilla, a
female leader recognized by Paul as a worker for
Jesus. Priscilla and her husband Aquilla were
tentmakers and good friends with Paul. The
passage, read by PW members using different
Bible versions, is a lesson for the new Jewish
Christians. Pastor William stressed that knowing
for whom a passage was written helps to
understand the meaning of the message.

Moderator Nelda Callard described the
theme for the World Day of Prayer service to
be held at our church on Friday, March 2nd at 1
p.m. Sue Metzo will take the information to the
MAAC meetings and encourage other women to
participate in the program which has many
reading parts. A rehearsal will be held at 4 p.m.
on Wednesday, February 28. Please come join
us and take part in this special event.
The next PW meeting will be held at the
church on March 8 and will be devoted to
preparing the school and hygiene kits for
delivery. All women attending our church are
invited to participate in PW meetings and
events.

The World Day of Prayer Service
(Republic of Surinam)
will be held on
Friday, March 2nd at 1pm
at the Medina First Presbyterian Church.
There will be cookies and punch after the service.

VIPresbyterians
If you have learned of something of interest (achievement, wedding, trip, service rendered ...) that
you would like included in this column, please tell Anne Albone 798-0639 or email it to the
church first.presbyterian@yahoo.com.
⇒Recently I had the pleasure of enjoying time
with my daughter Cheryl. It was just her and I
(and Rog) to enjoy adult time together. For
those of you who have young ones ..a
reminder. they grow up fast!
⇒Emily Nages (Nicki's granddaughter) a
Junior Mathematics major has been named to
the Dean's List at LeMoyne College.
⇒A very special Thank You to all the great
Presbyterian Women and Men who helped
with the Lenten Luncheon, especially, Peg
Pearce. It was a Delicious Success!
⇒Thank you to my church family for all the
lovely cards, thoughts and prayers during my
recent illness. From Pat Wechter

⇒The MAAC Clothing Depot is looking for
volunteers for Mon, Tues and /or Sat
mornings, 9-noon.
⇒From St Pauly: Thank you for continuing
to collaborate with us on the St Pauly Textile
clothing drop off shed project. In 2017
roughly 9,210 garments of clothing were
donated to your shed. This was enough to
clothe an estimated 1,117 people.
This
clothing is being used right now by people in
one or more of 44 different countries
(including the US) to which our clothing is
likely to have been distributed this past year.
Your congregation raised $557.10 in 2017
through hosting this shed. We ask that you
continue to spread the word about the clothing
shed to other community members.

Church Leadership Development Day
The Rev. Dr. William Wilkinson and Deacons
Virginia Roberts and Lynne Ambrose
represented the First Presbyterian Church of
Medina at the recent Church Leadership
Development Day at the Perinton Presbyterian
Church in Fairport. Sponsored by the Tools &
Training Working Group of the Presbytery of
Genesee Valley, the trio attended the morning
worship service and two workshops. The
deacons attended sessions with new deacons
and experienced ones. They brought home
knowledge of the workings of the Presbytery
and questions based on the conference theme
Know Christ, Live Christ, Share Christ to direct
discussion among our deacons and with the
congregation.

In nursing homes: Orren Roberts at North Wing.
Donna Riemer at Willows. Pete Amos at
Applegate.
Our military and their families.
On-going concerns: Peg Pearce, Ginny Messore
cancer, Jason Anderson cancer- David Anderson’s
nephew, Karen Curtin, Kenny Johnson, Dawn
Goering Pat Rizzo’s sister, and Jimmy Ambrose.

MARCH
1

Lenten Lunch, noon

2

World Day of Prayer

8

Lenten Lunch, noon
PW Meeting, 7:15pm at the church

Thank you!

13 Session Meeting, 6:30pm

For Coffee Hours
(January)

Sue Metzo, Tina Oosterling, Jan McCloy,
Peg Pearce, Lynne Ambrose and Pat Crowley

15 Lenten Lunch, noon
21 Deacons’ meeting, 5:30pm
22 Lenten Lunch, noon

Treasurer’s report
January

The pledge offering: $8582
The Building Fund offering: $45
Per Capita: $1064
Thank you for your continued support.

26 Men’s Breakfast, 8:00am
Palm Sunday

APRIL
1

Easter Sunday

10 Session meeting, 6:30pm
12 PW meeting
15 Articles for the Visitor Due

Al and Deb Kozody
Orren and Joan Roberts
Gary and Maggie Roberts
Pat and Tim Crowley

Martha Foster
Ben Martin
Greg Canham
William Wilkinson
Katherine Anderson
Thea Herian
Jacqueline Bixler
Danielle Allison

3/2
3/5
3/8
3/13
3/14
3/17
3/22
3/25

3/7/98
3/7/53
4/11/87
4/21/90

Catherine Cotriss
Sarah Gibson
Joy Pollard
Kathy Francisco
Vicky Dilcher
Roger George
Rog Rogers
Kayleigh Dilorenzo

18 Deacons meeting 5:30pm
21 Spaghetti Dinner, 5-7pm
29 Men’s Breakfast, 8am

4/1
4/1
4/4
4/5
4/12
4/19
4/27
4/29

First Presbyterian Church
522 Main St, PO Box 213
Medina NY 14103
Phone & FAX: (585)798-1264
Email: first.presbyterian@yahoo.com

Easter Sunday is April 1. The sanctuary will be decorated with flowers and there will be a
special bulletin insert in recognition of all who would like to be included. Please fill out the
form below and return it and your contribution (any amount) to the office by March 25.
⇒ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Donate your plant to a shut-in — OR — take it home (circle one)
Donor’s Name(s):
_________________________________________________________________________
“In Memory of” — OR — “In Honor of”: (circle one)
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

