Our Sunday Worship begins at 11:00 am
Sunday School for youth and children begins with the worship service.
The church office is (usually) open Monday through Thursday 9-2.

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
From the midst of Christmastide, I bring you wishes for a Merry
Christmas Season, and bright hopes for the New Year, from Sherrie, Adelia,
Kaleela, and Gracie, and the whole Wilkinson Family. It is our prayer that
this letter finds you with the joy of the birth of the Christ child renewed in
your heart, soul and mind, again. As we shared in Sunday Service on New
Year’s Eve, the spirit of Christmas comes alive in the ancient rhyme about King Wenceslaus, who,
like our God, provided a break from the wind and cold to his page, as they reached out to a
neighbor, a stranger in need. Just as the angels first called to the shepherds in the field, the ordinary
ones, with the good news of Christ’s coming, we are called to opt for the poor, for in doing so, “we
shall find blessing.
As we moved through the Twelve Days of Christmas, keeping in mind the Festival of Nine
Lessons and Carols, and the three middle verses of the carol, “We, Three Kings”, using the last three
days of Christmas to ask ourselves, “what of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, do we bring to the
Bethlehem manger of our hearts, we were enabled to reflect in our spiritual life at home on the
precious gift of reflection and renewal provided by the days of Christmastide.
At the end of Christmastide, we celebrate Epiphany, underlined by the Three Wisemen, Kings,
listening to God in a dream, experiencing the Light of God, and going home by another way. If
home, for us, is a different way, the of Peace, with Christ as Prince, we, too, may find home beyond
the comfort of presents, tinsel, and our past living, in the renewed life of becoming reconcilers and
peacemakers in our families, communities, and world.
During the Season of Epiphany, we will have a Sunday morning bible/Confessions study on the
Belhar Confession and its theme of Human Unity, Race and Reconciliation, at 9:30am-10:30am, on
Sunday Mornings from January 14-February 25, 2018. On January 14, 2018, Race Relations Sunday
across the congregations of the Presbyterian Church (USA) will be the theme of our Sanctuary
Worship Service. On Monday evening, January 15th, the Birthday of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., we will have an event celebrating his legacy, Celebration of the Charter for Compassion,
here at First Presbyterian Church, Medina.
On February 4th, our Congregation will be participating in the Souper Bowl of Caring, collecting
non-perishable food stuffs, and other donations to this Church-wide ministry on the Day of the
Football Super Bowl in the United States of America.
The Annual Church Leadership Development Day of our Presbytery, Genesee Valley will take
place on Saturday, February 10, 2018, from 8:am-12:00noon, with optional lunch workshops from
12:15-1:45pm. The workshops of the day will explore many aspects of congregational life, justice
issues, with a special course of Communications Strategies led by the staff of the PC(USA) Mission
Agency. Please call the Church Office, by February 4th, if you would like to participate.
As we journey through Epiphany to Ash Wednesday and the Lenten Season, may God bless you
and your family,
Grace to you, and peace,
Pastor William
Rev. Dr. William Huston Wilkinson

TOO MANY, TOO YOUNG
AND MANY NOT SO YOUNG
Last year Kay Van Nostrand from Lyndonville
Presbyterian Church spoke to many of us about
joining a movement of daily prayer for 5 minutes at
9PM for a cancer cure. A movement like this can
easily go around the world. Let us be reminded.
We need to give a little push, again. Try to
remember to pray for a cancer cure as long as
possible. Set yourself a reminder.
We are now closer than ever to finding cures for
different cancers, to unlocking the secrets.
9 PM - STOP & PRAY:
“Lord, please help find a cure for cancer.
Please make it sooner than later.
So many are suffering and are waiting for that cure.
The scientists are posed, the people are ready.
Please open the path, enlighten the way, give mercy.
Dear Lord hear my prayer.
Dear Lord hear all our prayers.”

For the 18th year, FPC has participated
with the Salvation Army to “ring the
bell” at Tops. This year it was Saturday
December 16, 8:00am to 8:00pm.

Thank you
to all the Bell Ringers!
Lynn Creasey
Ginny Roberts
Tom Dotts
Nancy Dotts
Jan Rook
Dave Schwert
David Anderson
Katherine Anderson
Sue Metzo
Nicki Fredericks
Rollie Phillips
Sue Phillips
Frank Messore

Fa la la from the Presbyterian Women!
The December PW meeting included a medley of Christmas carols sung to friends who are homebound or living a distance away from us. The evening ended with festive candy cane ice cream and
decorated cookies. Thank you, Ginny Messore, for hosting this annual outreach event in your
beautifully decorated home which includes your “choir” (collection) of angels for inspiration!!

Many thanks for all of your help. There were 40 Christmas Child Boxes delivered to the pick-up
point in Albion. We never know where in the world the boxes will end up, but we can be assured
that there will be smiles on the faces of the recipients. Your efforts are appreciated.

OUR CHURCH is a building that is lovingly decorated to reflect each special
season: a bountiful harvest table for Thanksgiving; glorious poinsettias and candles and greens
galore for Advent and Christmas.

OUR CHURCH is full of people who happily work together to
create the proper holiday setting.

OUR CHURCH is part of a community and opens its door to others, sharing in the joys of a
special occasion, such as Medina’s bÄwx gçÅx V{Ü|áàÅtáA

OUR CHURCH is a family of folks who love to
celebrate together, generously providing a feast in
a festive setting for the annual Advent dinner.

OUR CHURCH includes a group of deacons with big thanks to
all who helped create these holiday events!

The Annual Meeting
of the Congregation/Corporation
of the First Presbyterian Church of Medina
is duly called by the Session for February 4, 2018.
The meeting will be in fellowship hall
immediately following dinner.
The purpose of the meeting is
to hear the annual reports of all committees,
review the 2018 Operating Budget
and to hear any other business of the congregation.

Annual reports are due Sun January 21.
The report will be completed for the congregation Sun Jan 28.
Bring a dish to pass for the dinner.

We would like to thank our church family for your
prayers and expressions of sympathy. We are blessed to
be part of such a wonderful, caring church.
The Family of Alice K. Martin

Grushers
January
7

Al and Ginny Kropf

Thank you for all the cards and
prayers during my recovery from
knee replacement they are much
appreciated. Chris

14 Cindy and Randy Hurt
21 Jan Rook, Lynne Williams
28 Lynn and Claudette Creasey
February
4

Tina Oosterling, Debi Gay

11 Sue Martin, Sarah Martin

Used Clothing Drop-Off Shed
Behind the church (to benefit FPC)
Items Accepted: All clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets,
sheets, pillowcases, drapes and stuffed toys.
(Please...NO rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys or household goods,
please understand that they are an expense to dispose of) Help us keep
your donation clean and dry by putting your items in plastic bags.

18 Pat Crowley, Jan McCloy
25 Tom and Nancy Dotts
March
4

Gary and Maggie Roberts

11 Jan Rook, Sandy Thaine
18 Gabe and Jenna Bruning
25 Bruce and Molly Webster

Property Committee
The church sound system has had a couple of important
upgrades. There is now a head microphone that works well
no matter where Pastor William wanders in the sanctuary.
There is also an amplifier connected to the wall speaker
outside the nursery door. The amplifier is connected to the
sound system so again, Pastor William can be heard no
matter where he is in the sanctuary.

In nursing homes: Orren Roberts at North Wing.
Donna Riemer at Willows. Pete Amos at
Applegate.
Our military and their families.
On-going concerns: Peg Pearce, Ginny Messore
cancer, Jason Anderson cancer- David Anderson’s
nephew, Karen Curtin, Kenny Johnson, Dawn
Goering Pat Rizzo’s sister, and Jimmy Ambrose.

Thank you!
For Coffee Hours
(November & December)

Nelda Callard, Amanda Pollard, Sue Metzo,
Sandy Thaine, Donna Johnson, Lilia
Bunnell, Lynne Williams, Ginny Roberts,
Tina Oosterling, Sue Metzo, Cindy Hurt

Treasurer’s report
November & December

The pledge offering: $16,967
The Building Fund offering: $90
Thank Offering: $410
Christmas Joy: $582
Thank you for your continued support.

JANUARY
9

Session Meeting, 6:30pm

10 Deacons’ Meeting, 5:30pm
11 PW Meeting, 7:15pm
16 MAAC General Meeting, 7pm , FPC
21 Annual Reports Due
28 Men’s Breakfast, 8:00am
Annual Reports Available

FEBRUARY
4

Annual Congregational Meeting
Dish to pass

13 Session Meeting, 6:30pm
15 Lenten Lunch, noon
PW Meeting, 7:15pm
18 First Sunday of Lent, Holy Communion
Articles for the March Visitor due
21 Deacons’ Meeting, 5:30pm
22 Lenten Lunch, noon

William and Sue Martin 1/8/83
David and Nelda Callard 1/28/78

Donna Johnson
Lillian Hagood
Guillermo Contreras
Tom Dotts
Dave Schwert
Patricia Crowley
David Callard
Trudi Schwert
Frank Messore
Andrew Incho

1/1
1/1
1/5
1/6
1/10
1/15
1/16
1/18
1/23
1/24

Ben Litchfield 1/24
William Cotriss 1/28
Nelda Toussaint 1/28
Marilyn Hiwiller 2/3
Donna Bushover 2/5
Michael Cardone 2/9
Virginia Messore 2/11
Spencer Ferra
2/11
Jeff Gay
2/21

25 Men’s Breakfast, 8:00am

MARCH
1

Lenten Lunch, noon

2

World Day of Prayer

8

Lenten Lunch, noon
PW Meeting, 7:15pm at the church

13 Session Meeting, 6:30pm
15 Lenten Lunch, noon
21 Deacons’ meeting, 5:30pm
22 Lenten Lunch, noon
26 Men’s Breakfast, 8:00am
Palm Sunday

First Presbyterian Church
522 Main St, PO Box 213
Medina NY 14103
Phone & FAX: (585)798-1264
Email: first.presbyterian@yahoo.com

School Kit
One pair of blunt scissors removed from the package
(rounded tip, only)
• Three 70-count bound notebooks or notebooks totaling 200210 pages (no loose-leaf or filler paper)
• One 30-centimeter / 12” ruler
• One hand-held pencil sharpener removed from the package
• One large eraser (no pencil cap erasers)
• Six new, unsharpened pencils with erasers removed
• One box of 24 crayons (only 24)
Place the items in one of the bags available in the fellowship hall.
•

Presbyterian Women will be organizing
Church World Service school kits and
health kits at our March 8 meeting. PW
has a supply of the school kit tote bags
that hold the school materials. These
kits are distributed in areas that have
Health Kit
been hit with natural disasters such as
• One hand towel measuring approximately 15″ x 28″ to 16″ x
flood, hurricane, or tornado.
32″ (no fingertip, bath, dish towel or micro-fiber)
•
One washcloth
Thank you for your help.
There is a $2 fee per kit.

•
•
•
•
•

One wide-tooth comb removed from the package
One fingernail or toenail clipper removed from the package
One bath-size bar of soap in the wrapper
One toothbrush in the package
Ten standard size Band-Aids
Seal all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure.

