
Our Sunday Worship begins at 11:00 am  
Sunday School for youth and children begins with the worship service. 
The church office is (usually) open Monday through Thursday 9-2. 



Dear Saints and Friends of  the First Presbyterian Church of  Medina, 
 

At our February 5th Annual Congregational meeting, our members voted to pursue a 
shared ministry/shared minister and directed the Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) to 
investigate what steps need to be taken in order to accomplish that objective. The PNC has 
announced that on Sunday, April 23, they will report their findings to the congregation.  

The decision to pursue a shared ministry/shared minister was made because of  concerns 
that our congregation’s financial resources will not be sufficient to sustain a full-time minister/
ministry beyond a few more years. By changing to a shared ministry/shared minister, the hope is 
that this change will take away some pressure on our financial resources and allow the 
congregation to survive longer into the future.  

Concern for the survival of  our congregation is important, and this step may be just the 
thing to help insure that survival. Now we must consider what direction God is calling us to take 
to not only assure that the First Presbyterian Church of  Medina will survive, but that we will also 
thrive. We need to ask: what is it that we, as a congregation, are being called by God to 
accomplish? 

In other words, what is the “business” of  our congregation? A hardware store is clear 
about its business. You don’t go there for a gourmet meal. The hospital, the bank, and the 
grocery store are all very clear about their business.   

But we seem to be less clear about the “business” of  our church? What is the “business” 
so to speak, of  our congregation? Are we to gather more members, more money, more staff, and 
more programs? Are we here to comfort people, to provide hope and care? Are we here only to 
provide certain rites of  passage, such as baptism, confirmation, weddings, and funerals?  

What is it that we, as a congregation, are being called by God to accomplish? A careful 
reading of  the New Testament will show that we Christians are called to be disciples who 
make disciples. In other words, the “business” Jesus had in mind for the church is 
discipleship. Making disciples is basically the process of  equipping the saints for the work of  
ministry. We Christians are called to be disciples who make disciples.  
 By being willing to pursue a shared minister/shared ministry, our congregation has made a 
good start in the right direction towards helping the First Presbyterian Church of  Medina  
continue to survive. By embracing Jesus’ call to be disciples who make disciples, we can build on 
the good start we have made, and continue in the right direction towards helping the First 
Presbyterian Church of  Medina not simply survive, but thrive.  

But how do we accomplish that? By shifting our focus from institutional maintenance to 
discipleship, and to equipping the saints for the work of  ministry. This shift won’t happen 
overnight, and it must begin with acting on our congregation’s vision statement, which is to 
“Share faith in Christ, Offer Prayer, Gather Hope.” Acting on our congregation’s vision 
statement must be accompanied by developing a stronger leadership team, and developing 
stronger disciples. 

By stepping out in faith, by embracing Jesus’ call to be disciples who make disciples, by 
acting on our congregation’s vision statement, “Share faith in Christ, Offer Prayer, Gather Hope,” 
by developing a stronger leadership team, and developing stronger disciples, we will be honoring 
God, better serving others in Christ’s love, and we will be helping the First Presbyterian Church 
of  Medina to not simply survive, but thrive. 
 
        Yours because of  Christ, 
        Rev. Ron Sumption 



Treasurer’s report 
January 

The pledge offering:  $8,723 
The Building Fund offering:  $25 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Thank you! 
For Coffee Hours 

(Jan and Feb) 

Dave and Trudi Schwert, Eva Allison, Yvette 
Nevin, Ginny Messore, Anne Albone, Cindy 
Hurt, Nicki Fredericks, Judy Sumption, Pat 

Crowley, and Cindy Incho 

 MARCH 

1 Ash Wednesday 

2 Lenten Lunch, noon 

3 World Day of  Prayer 

5 First Sunday in Lent, Holy Communion 

8 Lenten Lunch, noon 

9 PW Meeting, 7:15pm at the church 

14 Session Meeting, 6:30pm 

15 Deacons’ meeting, 5:30pm 

16 Lenten Lunch, noon 

18 Pork Dinner, 5-7 

23 Lenten Lunch, noon 

26 Men’s Breakfast, 8:00am 

30 Lenten Lunch, noon 

 APRIL 

6 Lenten Lunch, noon, @Cal Tab 

9 Palm Sunday 

11 Session Meeting, 6:30pm 

13 Maundy Thursday 

14 Good Friday 

16 Easter, Holy Communion, OGHS 

19 Deacons’ meeting, 5:30pm 

23 Articles for the Visitor due 

30 Men’s Breakfast, 8:00am 

Alan and Deb Kozody 3/7/98 
Orren and Joan Roberts 3/7/53 
Roland and Alice Martin 4/2/56 
Gary and Maggie Roberts 4/11/87 
Pat and Tim Crowley 4/21/90 

In nursing homes:  Orren Roberts, Laverne Ehrenreich at 
Orchard Manor,  Mildred Baker at North Wing.  Donna 
Riemer at Willows.  Pete Amos at Applegate. 

Our military and their families.  
On-going concerns:  Ginny Messore, Alice Martin, Jason 
Anderson cancer- David Anderson’s nephew,  Karen Curtin, 
Ron Holbrook, Kenny Johnson, Ida Cook, Dawn Pat 
Rizzo’s sister, and Jimmy Ambrose. 

Martha Foster 3/2 
Ben Martin 3/5 
Greg Canham 3/8 
Ron Sumption 3/9 
Alice Martin 3/10 
Alfreda Morse 3/13 
Katherine Anderson 3/14 
Thea Herian 3/14 

Danielle Allison 3/22 
Catherine Cotriss 3/25 
Sarah Gibson 4/1 
Joy Pollard 4/4 
Kathy Francisco 4/5 
Vicky Dilcher 4/12 
Roger George 4/19 
Judy Sumption 4/26 



GIFTS THAT ANYONE CAN MAKE TO THE 

First Presbyterian Church of  Medina 
You can make a gift by changing the beneficiary designation  

on your checking, savings, and IRA accounts to First Presbyterian Church of  Medina. 
 

Benefits 

⇒ The money in the account is still yours 

⇒ You can change your beneficiary at any time 
What you will need 

⇒ Your account number 

⇒ Information on the beneficiary: 
 First Presbyterian Church of  Medina 
 522 Main St, PO Box 213  Medina NY 14103 
 EIN # 16-0845688 
What you need to do 

⇒ Contact your bank and tell them that you would like to change your beneficiary designation.   

⇒ Give them your account numbers and the beneficiary information. 
 

You just ensured that First Presbyterian Church of  Medina  
will inherit any funds left in these accounts when you no longer need them. 

Used Clothing Drop-Off  Shed 
Behind the church (to benefit FPC) 

Items Accepted:  All clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, 
purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes and 

stuffed toys.  
(Please...NO rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys or 

household goods, please understand that they are an 
expense to dispose of)  Help us keep your donation 
clean and dry by putting your items in plastic bags. 

Thank you for continuing to collaborate with 
us on the St Pauly Textile clothing drop off  
shed project!  In 2016 roughly 8,267 garments 
of  clothing were donated to your shed.  This 
was enough to clothe an estimated 1,003 peo-
ple. This clothing is being used right now by 
people in one or more of  44 different coun-
tries (Including the US) to which our clothing 
is likely to have been distributed this past year.  
Your congregation raised $518 in 2016 
through hosting this shed.   

3/2 FPC Chicken Casserole 

3/9 Holy Trinity Goulash 

3/16 First Baptist Beef  on Weck 

3/26 Alabama Full 
Gospel 

Pulled Pork 

3/30 
Medina UMC 

Scalloped Potatoes 
& ham 

4/6 At Cal Tab Goulash 

MAAC’s Lenten Lunches are 
held Thursdays, here at FPC at 12 
noon.  These celebrations include 
lunch, singing and a devotional.  A 
free will offering will be used to 

support MAAC. 



A work in progress 
that’s nearly done   
thanks to Nelda 
Callard and her 

helpers of all ages. 

Bring your favorite game  
or play one of  ours!.  

Sign up sheets are in the fellowship hall 

Saturday March 25  
7-9 pm.   

In the fellowship hall 



VIPresbyterians 
If  you have learned of  something of  interest (achievement, wedding, trip, service rendered ...) that 
you would like included in this column, please tell Anne Albone 798-0639 or email it to the 
church first.presbyterian@yahoo.com. 

Ginny Messore would like to thank all 
those who sent cards while she was in the 
hospital and for all the birthday wishes. 

Frank and Ginny have three 
granddaughters who have been accepted at 
colleges for the fall.  Samantha will be going to 
SUNY Cortland and Danielle and Chloe will 

both be headed to SUNY Brockport. 

Heather Ambrose, granddaughter of  
Lynne, recently won first place in an equestrian 
jumping competition and a third place in flat at 
Alfred State.  She is a sophomore studying 
forensic science technology. 

Any time someone receives more than asked for, it’s 
like a dream come true, said Sue Metzo of Medina.  
Metzo is a member of Medina Area Association of 
Churches (MAAC), and was involved with their mission 
of collecting and distributing Christmas gifts to needy 
families.  Each year, churches and other local 
organizations collect hats, scarves and mittens to be 
included in gift boxes for the needy, but this year, the 
donations of knitted outerwear were far and above what 
MAAC expected.   
“We had totes and totes of hats, scarves and mittens 

left,” Metzo said. “We started thinking about what we 
could do with them.”  The idea was suggested to put 
them in plastic bags and tie them on a tree in the front 
yard of the First Presbyterian Church on Main Street.  
“There is such a need in our community,” said Donna 
Johnson, a member of the church and MAAC helper.  
“People in this community are so generous. That’s 

why we want to share.”  On Monday morning, Metzo, 
Johnson, Sue DeHollander, Pat Howe, Judy Sumption 
and Eva Allison met at the Methodist Church and 
started assembling bags of mittens.  “By 10:30 a.m., we 
had done 60 bags for children and 60 bags for adults,” 
Metzo said. “We still have some left over.”   
The Rev. Tony Hipes of the First United Methodist 

Church helped the ladies hang the first group of bags on 
Wednesday morning. He also put out a sign, explaining 
the mitten tree and urging anyone who needs warm 
gloves to take a bag.  Johnson said their only concern is 
people might be afraid to be seen taking the bags.  

“We’ll have to see how it goes,” she said.  The team 
learned later in the day they had no more left the scene 
when someone was spotted walking up and taking a bag.   
A second sign has been put at Lee-Whedon Library 

with a big hat box filled with free mittens.  The MAAC 
committee doesn’t want the public to think they should 
scale back on their donations next year, but Metzo said 
they are going to ask for socks as well.  “We need socks 
just as much as hats, mittens and scarves,” she said. 

Generosity in excess: Extra donations put back out to Medina community 
By Virginia Kropf for the Batavia Daily News, published Monday January 30, 2016 



…..and birthday wishes, anniversary 

congratulations, new baby welcomes, 

graduation recognitions, deepest 

sympathy, thinking of you and get well 

soon – Jan Rook has sent them all (and 

more!) with  personal notes to every     

member of the congregation at the              

appropriate times. She doesn’t 

remember exactly how this card ministry began or when it became hers, but  she knows she’s 

been sending out sunshine greetings anonymously from the Presbyterian Women for at least 

ten years. And now she has decided to retire and has passed on her collection of cards, 

stickers, Bible verses and address labels.  

A big thank you to Jan for her many years of service brightening the lives of each and every 

one of us with cheerful greetings that land in our mailboxes, often just when we need them 

most!   

One example of the effect of these sunshine cards is printed below. Jason Anderson, Dave 

Anderson’s nephew, has been battling cancer and on our prayer list since 2015. He has been 

receiving PW sunshine cards periodically and responded in January with the uplifting thank 

you note below. 

 Hello Ladies, 

     Hope you had a wonderful Christmas and your new year is going well. On my last CT scan, 

my doctor told me that he believes my cancer is just about dead! I’m still doing chemo, but 

they’ve been removing drugs from my infusion. I feel really good. I’m    starting to get my 

strength back, I’m not as tired as much, my appetite has been great, and I’m maintaining my 

weight!   

     I’ve been overwhelmed with the generosity and love my family and friends have shown this 

holiday season. I’m a car enthusiast and several of them conspired to give me gifts towards 

restoring my car.  

      I would like to thank you for your continued prayers and support. Cancer has changed my 

life in a positive way. I am much more appreciative of everything and   everyone. I don’t walk 

past the dogs or cats without petting them. I think God would be pleased! Thanks again for 

everything.  GOD IS GREAT! 

      With sincerest love,  

                               Jason Anderson  



First Presbyterian Church 
522 Main St, PO Box 213 
Medina NY 14103 

Phone & FAX:  (585)798-1264 
Email:  first.presbyterian@yahoo.com 

$10 Advance sale tickets available at A Kut Above, the Book Shoppe and Bank of 
Castile.  $12 at the door,  ages 10 and under—$5    Take-outs available at 4:30. 

Dinner includes: 
Boneless Roast Pork Loin,  
Potatoes Au Gratin,  
Green Bean Almandine,  
Applesauce,  
Rolls,  
choice of beverage,  
and strawberry shortcake. 

Saturday March 18 
5:00-7:00pm 

Medina First Presbyterian Church 
522 Main St 


